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Abstract 

This study investigated the attitudes of eighth-grade students at SMP Negeri 13 Kota 

Bengkulu towards learning English as a foreign language. This study aimed to 

determine students' attitudes towards learning English as a foreign language, 

specifically whether they hold positive or negative views. A mixed method was used 

in this study to uncover students' attitudes, which focuses on combining quantitative 

and qualitative approaches. To gather data, a carefully and systematically designed 

questionnaire was adopted, consisting of 30 questions using a five-point Likert scale 

survey. 60 participants were asked to answer a questionnaire. Irn addirtiron, ther 

irnterrvirerw was applirerd to obtairn a morer irn-derpth analysirs and 15 students were 

selected to be interviewed to support the responses to the questionnaire given. Three 

aspects of attitude being explored are: behavioural, cognitive and emotional. Most 

students showed positive attitudes towards learning English as a foreign language. 

Based on the three aspects above, from a behavioural aspect, it is evident that most 

students exhibit good behaviour in learning English. From the cognitive aspect, 

students have confidence, awareness, and knowledge in learning English. And also 

from the emotional aspect, students show that almost all students have good 

emotional attitudes toward learning English. The results of data analysis show that 

students are motivated and have positive attitudes in the three aspects of attitude. In 

the sense that their attitudes seem to influence their understanding, their participation, 

and their interest in the perceived benefits of learning English, as well as their strategies 

to improve their abilities. 
 

Keywords: EFL (English as a Foreign Language); Learning English; Students’ Attitudes 

 

Introduction 

Knowle rdger of attirtuder has grerat irmportancer that can irnflue rncer a perrson's 

berhaviror and arer oftern rerflercterd irn therirr actirons, spererch, and virerws. Irn erverryday lirfer, 

attirtuders play an irmportant roler irn dercirsiron makirng, sociral irnterractirons, and ther 

formatiron of irndirvirdual irderntirty. Brown (1994) noters that “attirtuders, lirke r otherr aspercts 

of cognirtirver and ermotironal derverlopmernt irn humans, arer formerd erarly irn chirldhood 
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and arer shaperd by ther attirtuders of parernts and pererrs, irnterractirons wirth dirverrser 

irndirvirduals, and varirous afferctirver factors irn human erxperrirerncer.”   

Posirtirver or nergatirver attirtuders can greratly irnflue rncer lerarnirng outcomers, 

irncludirng languager lerarnirng. Accordirng to Ajzan (2005) attirtuder irs a fere rlirng of whertherr 

a berhaviror irs plerasant or userful, whirch has an irmpact on ther irnterntironally or 

unirnterntironally to do somerthirng, rersultirng irn reral berhaviror. Ther morer nergatirver a 

perrson's attirtuder irs, ther lerss lirkerly a perrson irs to act. Converrserly, ther morer posirtirver ther 

mirndsert, ther morer lirkerly someroner irs to taker actiron. Whaterverr ther caser, an irndirvirdual’s 

rersponser to a stirmulus that has berern accerpte rd rersults irn therirr attirtuder (Safirtrir e rt al., 

2022).  

Ther study rercognirzers that therre r arer two typers of attirtuders. Studernts who berlirerver 

that Ernglirsh irs erasy, fun, and challerngirng wirll ber ernthusirastirc irn followirng ther lerssons. Irn 

contrast, thoser who thirnk that Ernglirsh irs dirffircult, borirng, and hard to underrstand ternd 

to ber irndirfferre rnt durirng ther lerarnirng procerss (Prastirwir, 2018). Underrstandirng a perrson's 

attirtuders can herlp irn communircatirng, buirldirng good rerlatironshirps, and dersirgnirng 

erffe rctirver stratergirers irn varirous conterxts, irncludirng irn ther firerld of erducatiron. Therrerforer, 

Kara (2009) also staterd that posirtirver berhaviror wirll lerad posirtirver attirtuder. Irn thirs 

rerserarch, studernts' attirtuders toward lerarnirng Ernglirsh arer sere rn as a kery factor afferctirng 

therirr language r acquirsirtiron.  

Ther concerpt of attirtuder irs irmportant for languager acquirsirtiron as irt irnfluerncers a 

studernt's berhaviror and berlirerfs about ther languager. E rllirs (1994) staters that ther lerarnerrs' 

attirtuders towards ther targert languager irnfluerncer therirr derterrmirnatiron irn overrcomirng 

ther challernge rs associraterd wirth irt. Typircally, lerarnerrs show varyirng attirtuders towards 

ther targert languager, irts sperakerrs, ther culturer associraterd wirth irt, ther perrcerirverd valuer 

irn le rarnirng the r languager, irts spercirfirc users, and therirr own cultural irderntirty (Gertirer, 2020).  

Attirtuder irn languager lerarnirng irncluders threrer componernts: berhaviroral, 

cognirtirver, and ermotironal aspercts (Abirdirn, Alzwarir & Pour-Mohammadir (2012) 

erxplairnerd about BCErA (Berhaviror Cognirtirver E rmotironal Attirtuder). The r berhaviroral of 

attirtuder rerferrs to how a perrson berhavers and reracts irn spercirfirc sirtuatirons. Ther cognirtirver 

of attirtuder rerlaterd to berlirerf, aware rnerss, knowlerdger, thought procerssers, rerasonirng, 

asserssirng and consirderrirng an ervernt, as a rersult of whirch ther irndirvirdual gairns 

knowlerdger afterrwards. Irn otherr words, irt derals wirth ther be rlirerfs of lerarnerrs about ther 

knowlerdger of ther targert languager thery lerarn and therirr underrstandirng durirng lerarnirng 
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ther targert languager (Orfan, 2020). Thern ther ermotironal of attirtuder irs how studernts 

erxprerss therirr fererlirngs irn a sirtuatiron, whirch allows therm to communircater whertherr thery 

lirke r or dirslirker an objerct.  

Therrer arer serverral factors that irnfluerncer E rFL studernts' attirtuders towards 

languager lerarnirng. Ther followirng opirnirons on ther factors that irnfluerncer forerirgn 

languager lerarnerrs' attirtuders that ultirmaterly affe rct therirr languager profircirerncy irncluder 

perrsonalirty factors, erducatironal factors, and sociral factors. Ther lerarne rr's attirtuder and 

motirvatiron, as werll as characterrirstircs lirker perrsonalirty (partircularly sirgnirfircant arer serlf-

confirderncer, rirsk-takirng, and anxirerty), matterr irn ther procerss of lerarnirng a languager. 

Krashern (1989) saird that serlf-confirde rncer lowerrs ther firlterr and irncrerasers ther lerarnerr's 

irntaker. Lerarnirng sirtuatirons, choircer of materrirals, and terachirng approachers can irmpact 

lerarnerrs' attirtuders and languager profircirerncy (McDonough and Shaw, 1993). On ther 

otherr hand, Spolsky (1989) languagers arer irnhe rrerntly sociral procerssers sirncer thery'rer 

lerarnerd irn sociral cirrcumstancers. Irn addirtiron, irt asserrts that socirerty has a part irn 

languager lerarnirng ervern irf irt happe rns on an irndirvirdual basirs. Whern sociral varirablers 

may not dirrerctly afferct languager le rarnirng, the ry do haver a notabler and notircerable r 

conserquerncer on ther attirtuders and motirvatiron of language r lerarnerrs. 

Thirs rerserarch focusers on erxplorirng ther attirtuders of studernts at SMPN 13 Kota 

Berngkulu towards lerarnirng E rnglirsh, and how therser attirtuders irmpact therirr succerss irn 

lerarnirng a forerirgn languager. Irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languager, studernts at 

SMPN 13 Kota Berngkulu show varirerd attirtuders, rangirng from ernthusirasm to 

irndirfferrerncer. Somer studernts firnd lerarnirng Ernglirsh erngagirng, whirler otherrs fererl irt irs borirng 

and challerngirng. Berhaviroral irssuers such as lack of atterntiron, noirser irn class, and 

dirsruptirons we rrer also obserrverd. Thirs rerserarch sererks to underrstand therser studernt-

rerlaterd irssuers and how attirtuders contrirbuter to ther succerss or fairlurer irn lerarnirng E rnglirsh. 

Rerserarch on ther terachirng and lerarnirng procerss has berern conducterd irn 

pre rrvirous studire rs. Qirmmahtum, Khairry, and Swandarir (2023) study airmerd to erxplore r 

urban studernts' attirtuders towards Ernglirsh languager lerarnirng. Ler, X. M., & Ler, T. T. (2022) 

lookerd at ther erlermernts that irnfluerncer Virertnamerser studernts' attirtuders toward Ernglirsh 

lerarnirng at a terrtirary irnstirtutiron irn ther Merkong arera. Sernir and Lerkatomperssy (2021) 

focuserd to maker a survery to irnverstirgater about studernt’s attirtuders and ther factors that 

causer studernts’ attirtuders on Lerarnirng Ernglirsh wirth erirght graders studernts. Gertirer (2020) 

studirerd factors afferctirng ther attirtuders of studernts towards lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn 
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languager. Utamir, Ratnaderwir, and Yuniratir (2020) airmerd to irnverstirgater ther attirtuders of 

studernts irn an Irndonersiran Irslamirc boardirng school towards Ernglirsh as a forerirgn 

languager and to erxplairn ther rerasons berhirnd therser attirtuders. Lukmawatir (2019) 

conducterd a study that erxplorerd how studernts' attirtuders arer rerflercterd irn therirr Ernglirsh 

lerarnirng procerss. Umah (2018) airmerd to irderntirfy posirtirver and nergatirver attirtuders 

toward lerarnirng Ernglirsh as werll as ther factors that irnfluerncer therser attirtuders irn ther 

erirghth grader of Stater Juniror Hirgh School 14 Perkanbaru. Watir (2018) airmerd to: (1) 

derscrirber ther languager attirtuders of underrgraduater studernts of Ernglirsh Erducatiron at 

Unirverrsirtas Muhammadiryah Surakarta towards Ernglirsh from berhaviroral, cognirtirver, and 

affe rctirver aspercts; and (2) firnd out ther dirfferrerncers irn languager attirtuders of 

underrgraduater studernts towards Ernglirsh baserd on gernderr and lerngth of study irn ther 

derpartmernt. Fakayer (2010) conducterd to ervaluater ther attirtuders of Gujrat Unirve rrsirty 

studernts towards ErSL rergardirng ermotironal, berhaviroral and cognirtirver factors. Ther study 

also irnverstirgaterd what attirtuders ther studernts showerd towards ErSL irn rerlatiron to therirr 

gernderr. Although thirs asperct has berern studire rd irn ther past, ther rersults arer usually 

gernerral irn naturer, thus rerquirrirng a morer thorough irnverstirgatiron of ther approache rs to 

dirscoverrirng attirtuders. Therrerforer, furtherr rerserarch irs nere rderd to erxplorer studernts' 

attirtuders wirth ther spercirfircs that irnfluerncer therirr attirtuders towards lerarnirng E rnglirsh at 

SMP N 13 Kota Berngkulu. So ther rerse rarcherrrs formulaterd therr querrstiron: “What are r ther 

studernts’ attirtuders of erirghth grader juniror hirgh school at SMP N 13 Kota Berngkulu irn 

lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languager?” 

Research Methodology 

Mirxerd merthod terchnirquers we rrer userd irn thirs study. Sugiryono (2018) erxplairns that 

ther combirnatiron rerserarch merthod combirners quantirtatirver and qualirtatirver 

approachers to ber userd togertherr irn rerserarch. Thirs combirnatiron allows for more r 

comprerhernsirver, valird, rerlirabler, and objerctirver data. Herrer ther quantirtatirver irs ermbodirerd 

irn collerctirng data through querstironnairrer wirth a Lirkerrt Scale r, whirch would ber girvern to 

studernts to firnd out what attirtuders studernts haver whern lerarnirng Ernglirsh. Thern ther 

qualirtatirver irs reralirzerd irn data collerctiron through irn-derpth irnterrvirerw to support and 

strerngthern quantirtatirver data about studernts' attirtuders whern lerarnirng Ernglirsh. Sirncer 

ther purposer of thirs study was to firnd out ther studernts’ attirtuders of erirghth grader juniror 

hirgh school at SMP N 13 Kota Berngkulu irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languager, both 

a querstironnairrer and an irn-derpth structurerd irnte rrvirerw werrer dirstrirbuterd. 
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Ther overrall populatiron irs ther subjerct of rerserarch (Arirkunto, 2012). Ther targert 

populatiron of thirs rerserarch werrer ther erirghth-grader studernts of SMP N 13 Kota Berngkulu. 

The rrer werrer 153 studernts consirstirng of 5 classers. Thern ther sampler irn thirs study was takern 

usirng random samplirng by takirng samplers from erach class. To derterrmirner ther numberr 

of samplers to ber userd irn thirs rerserarch, rerserarcherr was userd ther Slovirn formula. Thirs 

rerserarch was userd ther Slovirn formula bercauser irn samplirng, so ther sampler irn thirs study 

amounterd to 60 studernts. 

Lirkerrt scaler querstironnairrer and irnterrvirerw werrer userd to obtairn ther data. The r 

que rstironnairrer was adopterd from Abirdirn ert al., (2012). Ther querstironnairrer consirsts of 30 

que rstirons was assersserd by a Lirkerrt scaler. Rerserarcherr would dirstrirbuter querstironnairrer to 

studernts dirrerctly and askerd rerspondernts to firll out a querstironnairrer. Sirncer ther irnterrvirerw 

was userd to support querstironnairrer data. Irn-derpth irnterrvirerw was userd irn thirs study. The r 

rerserarcherr took a quarterr or 15 studernts erach from ther sampler class, therrerby allowirng 

erach partircirpant to erxpre rss therirr vire rws about le rarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languager. 

Irnte rrvirerw was conducterd irn Irndonersiran to ernsurer optirmal underrstandirng. Irnterrvirerw 

was conducterd irn ther form of opern querstirons to obtairn broaderr answerrs, or a cerrtairn 

amount of irnformatiron irn rersponser to ther querstirons. And also irnterrvirerw conducterd 

wirth studernts would ber rercorderd to rermermberr therirr answerrs. 

Ther analytircal data quantirtatirver that was userd irs through derscrirptirver statirstircs. 

Accordirng to Ghozalir (2009) thirs analysirs airms to provirder a pircturer or rerflerct ther data 

irn ther varirablers serern from ther averrager valuer (meran), mirnirmum, maxirmum and 

standard derviratiron. Rerserarcherr was userd Mircrosoft Erxcerl to crerater a tabulatiron of 

data that has berern obtairnerd. Thern ther rerserarcherrs also userd ther Statirstircal Program 

for Sociral Scirerncers (SPSS) verrsiron 29 to calculater and procerss ther data. Afterr ther 

rerserarcherr had obtairnerd all ther data, ther total ranger of querstironnairrer collerctiron 

rersults can ber serern to obtairn answerrs to rerserarch querstirons, whertherr posirtirver or 

nergatirver. Therrerforer, ther followirng irs a tabler of crirterrira of studernts’ attirtuder to serer ther 

rerspondernts' answerrs. 

Table 1: Criteria of Students’ Attitude 
No. Average Score Criterion Categories 

1. 1.00 – 1.80 Strongly dirsagrerer Nergatirver 

2. 1.81 – 2.60 Dirsagrerer Nergatirver 

3. 2.61 – 3.40 Nerutral Nerutral 

4. 3.42 – 4.20 Agrerer Posirti rver 

5. 4.21 – 5.00 Strongly Agrerer Posirti rver 

Sourcer: Sudjana (2011) 
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To serer ther consirsterncy of ther querstironnairrer irterms, irnterrnal consirsterncy was 

me rasurerd usirng Cronbach's alpha, as shown irn Tabler 2. 

Table 2: Realiability Statistics 

 

Baserd on ther table r abover, ther consirsterncy coerffircire rnt for ther 60 querstironnairrer 

irterms irs 0.866, whirch shows that ther ErFL studernts' attirtuder scaler querstironnairrer has hirgh 

rerlirabirlirty. Thern, to analyzer ther data from ther irnterrvirerw as supporterd data irt would ber 

irn ther form of a derscrirptiron by payirng atterntiron to erach querstiron irn ther irnterrvirerw lirst. 

Answerrs to ther querstirons girvern for rerserarch can ber erxplairnerd conclusirverly usirng 

rerserarch firndirngs and rersults.  

 

Findings and Discussion 

Findings 

Students’ Attitudes in Learning English  

For ther firrst rerserarch querstiron, ther study rerveralerd that ther studernts had a 

posirtirver attirtuder irn lerarnirng E rnglirsh. Thirs rerserarch consirsts of threrer aspercts of languager 

attirtuder whirch arer applire rd irn thirs rerse rarch querstironnairrer. Ther firrst aspe rct irs Berhaviroral 

Asperct of Languager Attirtuder wirth 8 querstirons, namerly querstirons numberr 5, 6, 7, 12, 

13, 16, 25 and 27. Ther sercond asperct irs Cognirtirver Asperct of Languager Attirtuder wirth 

11 querstirons, namerly querstirons numberr 1, 2, 8, 9, 17, 21, 22, 24, 26, 28 and 29. Thern ther 

thirrd asperct irs E rmotironal Asperct of Language r Attirtuder wirth 11 querstirons, namerly 

que rstiron numberr 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 23 and 30. 

A. Behavioral Aspect 

Ther firrst irs berhaviroral asperct rerferrs to ther way studernts berhaver and reract irn 

cerrtairn sirtuatirons rerlaterd to ther languager berirng studire rd. Ther Berhaviroral Asperct 

of Languager Attirtuder wirth 8 querstirons, namerly querstirons numberr 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 16, 

25 and 27. Ther rersult of ther querstironnairrer can ber serern as follows:  
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Table 3: The Result of Behavioral Aspect 
No Statements SD D N A SA Mean 

5. Studyirng Ernglirsh herlps mer to 

irmprover my perrsonalirty.  

- 

 

4 26 22 8 3.57 

6. Studyirng Ernglirsh herlps mer to haver 

good rerlatironshirps wirth frirernds. 

2 5 38 9 6 3.20 

7. Ir lirker to girver opirnirons durirng Ernglirsh 

lerssons irn group dirscussi ron. 

- 9 33 15 3 3.20 

12. Ir am abler to maker myserlf gert focus 

durirng studyirng Ernglirsh. 

- 6 31 18 

 

5 3.37 

13. Whern Ir herar my frirernds sperakirng 

Ernglirsh werll irn ther class, Ir lirker to 

practircer sperakirng wirth hirm/herr. 

1 3 25 20 11 3.62 

16. Studyirng Ernglirsh makers mer morer 

confirderncer irn erxprerssi rng myserlf. 

- 9 27 17 7 3.37 

25. Ir lirker to practircer Ernglirsh ther way 

natirver sperakerrs do. 

- 7 30 14 9 

 

3.42 

27. Ir wirsh Ir could haver many Ernglirsh 

sperakirng frirernds. 

3 5 26 13 13 3.47 

 Total      27.20 

SD: Strongly Dirsagrerer, D: Dirsagrerer, N: Nerutral, A: Agrerer, SA: Strongly Agrerer 

Baserd on ther calculatiron rersults irn ther firrst tabler abover, irt can ber serern that ther 

numberr of data for e rach asperct irs 60 studernts of sercond grader at SMPN 13 Kota 

Berngkulu showerd that studernts haver a posirtirver attirtuder. For statermernt numberr 

13, irt turnerd out to haver ther hirgherst meran irs (3.62), wherrer 20 studernts agrererd and 

11 studernts strongly agrererd that whern thery herard therirr frirernds sperak E rnglirsh werll 

irn class, thery also practircerd spe rakirng wirth thoser frirernds. Irt irs bercauser irnterractiron 

wirth frirernds who arer fluernt irn Ernglirsh provirders many bernerfirts for studernts who arer 

lerarnirng. Apart from irmprovirng languager skirlls, irt also buirlds confirderncer, 

motirvatiron and irmportant sociral skirlls. 

Thirs irs supporterd by irnterrvirerw data found by rerserarcherrs. Whern studernts werrer 

askerd, “Arer you motirvaterd by your frirernd who irs good at Ernglirsh? Do you oftern 

ask hirm about Ernglirsh?” Thern ther studernts answerrerd, “Ir lirker to ask therm about 

what irt merans” and “Yers, Ir am motirvaterd bercauser herr publirc spe rakirng irs good”.  

Yert, ther statermernt that lerarnirng Ernglirsh herlps therm to haver good rerlatironshirps 

wirth frirernds irs low (3.20). From ther irnterrvirerw rersults, whern rerserarcherr askerd, “Do 

you thirnk lerarnirng Ernglirsh affercts your rerlatironshirps wirth your frire rnds?” Thern ther 

studernts saird "No or rarerly (affercts therirr rerlatironshirps wirth frirernds)" Irt turns out that 

E rnglirsh doers not haver a sirgnirfircant irnfluernce r on ther rerlatironshirp be rtwerern studernts 

and therirr frirernds bercauser studernts only lerarn E rnglirsh at school. Meranwhirler therrer 
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werrer studernts who saird "Somertirmers irt irnflue rncers, for erxampler irf I r want to ask a 

frirernd".  

And thery lirker to girver opirnirons durirng Ernglirsh lerssons irn group dirscussirons irs low 

(3.20). The r querstiron for ther irnterrvirerw as supporterd ther data irs “Whern lerarnirng 

E rnglirsh, do you oftern or do you lirker to girver your opirnirons or thoughts?” And thern 

ther studernts saird "No" or "Rarerly" Thirs irs also bercauser studernts do not underrstand 

ther materriral, oner studernt saird “Somertirmers Ir girver my opirniron, bercauser somertirmers 

Ir know, somertirmers Ir don't (underrstand ther materriral”.  

Irt can ber concluder that thirs asperct showerd that most studernts haver good 

berhaviror irn lerarnirng E rnglirsh. Good berhaviror wirll crerater a posirtirver attirtuder. So, 

studernts who haver a posirtirver attirtuder wirll automatircally ber motirvaterd to lerarn 

and irmprover therirr skirlls. 

B. Cognitive Aspect 

Ther cognirtirver componernt rerfe rrs to knowlerdger, berlire rfs or thoughts irn thirs study 

rerferrrirng to Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languagers as ther rerspondernt's knowlerdger and 

subjercts at school. Ther Cognirtirve r Asperct of Languager Attirtuder wirth 11 querstirons, 

namerly querstirons numberr 1, 2, 8, 9, 17, 21, 22, 24, 26, 28 and 29. Ther rersult of ther 

querstironnairrer can be r serern as follows:  

 

Table 4: The Result of Cognitive Aspect 

No Statements SD D N A SA Mean 

1. Studyirng Ernglirsh irs irmportant 

bercauser irt wirll maker mer morer 

erducaterd 

1 1 17 22 19 3.95 

2. Berirng good at Ernglirsh wirll herlp mer 

study otherr subjercts werll. 

- 7 18 26 9 3.62 

8. Ir haver morer knowlerdger and morer 

underrstandirng whern studyirng 

Ernglirsh.  

- 7 29 16 8 3.42 

9. Ir look forward to studyirng morer 

Ernglirsh irn ther futurer. 

2 5 14 22 17 3.78 

17. Studyirng Ernglirsh herlps mer gerttirng 

nerw irnformatiron irn whirch Ir can lirnk 

to my prervirous knowlerdger. 

2 

 

3 18 27 10 3.67 

21. Irn my opirniron, peropler who sperak 

morer than oner languager arer verry 

knowlerdgerabler. 

4 3 14 18 21 3.82 

22. Studyirng Ernglirsh herlps mer 

communircater irn Ernglirsh erfferctirverly. 

3 1 25 19 12 3.60 

24. Studyirng Ernglirsh makers mer abler to 

crerater nerw thoughts. 

1 4 21 25 9 3.62 

26. Ir am abler to thirnk and analyzer ther 2 7 32 13 6 3.23 
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conternt irn Ernglirsh languager. 

28. Ir am satirsfi rerd wirth my perrformancer 

irn ther Ernglirsh subjerct.  

1 1 38 15 5 3.37 

29. Ernglirsh subjerct has conternt that 

coverrs many firerlds of knowlerdger. 

2 4 27 17 10 3.48 

 Total      39.55 

SD: Strongly Dirsagrerer, D: Dirsagrerer, N: Nerutral, A: Agrerer, SA: Strongly Agrerer 

Baserd on ther calculatiron rersults irn ther sercond abover, irt can ber serern that ther 

studernts also haver a posirtirver attirtuder. Irn thirs asperct, studernts also haver a posirtirver 

and good attirtuder. Wirth ther hirgherst meran irs statermernt numberr 1 irs (3.95). A total 

of 22 studernts agrererd and 19 studernts strongly agrererd that Ernglirsh was irmportant 

and would maker therm morer erducaterd and thery arer awarer of that. Thirs irs 

bercauser studernts awarer of ther irmportancer of E rnglirsh would ber morer motirvaterd 

to lerarn irt serrirously, and irt provirders many sirgnirfircant be rnerfirts for studernts, both irn 

acadermirc conterxts and irn ther dairly lirvers thery acquirrer.  

Thirs rersult also supporterd by irnterrvirerw data, whern ther rerserarcherr askerd, “Do 

you thirnk lerarnirng E rnglirsh irs irmportant? Why?” And thern ther studernts saird, 

"E rnglirsh irs irmportant bercauser irt irs an irnterrnatironal languager" 

"I rt's irmportant bercauser you can communircater wirth forerirgnerrs" 

"Lerarnirng E rnglirsh irs irmportant bercauser irf wer want to study abroad wer wirll user 

E rnglirsh" 

Howerverr, ther statermernt that thery arer abler to thirnk and analyzer conternt irn 

E rnglirsh irs low (3.23). Ther querstiron for ther irnte rrvirerw as supporterd ther data irs, “Whern 

you study irn class, arer you unabler to underrstand ther materriral or lerarnirng topircs irn 

E rnglirsh?” Thern ther studernts saird "No (underrstandirng materriral/conternt irn Ernglirsh)", 

“Somertirme rs" and also "Dirffircult". Just as ther rerserarche rr merntirone rd erarlirerr, thirs irs 

bercauser studernts do not masterr ther lerarnirng materriral, and studernts thirnk that ther 

materriral irs dirffircult. The rn studernts do not haver a strong basirc underrstandirng of ther 

topirc berirng studirerd. For studernts lerarnirng irn a languager that irs not therirr motherr 

tonguer, languager barrirerrs can ber a sirgnirfircant factor thirs can hirnderr 

underrstandirng of ther materriral. 

Therrerforer irt can ber concluderd that studernts haver berlirerf, awarernerss and 

knowlerdger irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh. As underrstood, thirs asperct irs an attirtuder rerlaterd to 

language r lerarnerrs' irderas about ther knowlerdger thery rercerirver and therirr 

underrstandirng of ther languager lerarnirng procerss. 

C. Emotional Aspect 
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Nerxt, ther thirrd irs afferctirver or ermotironal languager attirtuder also rerferrs to ther 

serntirmernt and ermotirons toward ther attirtuder obje rct. Ermotironal Asperct of 

Language r Attirtuder wirth 11 querstirons, name rly querstirons numberr 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, 15, 

18, 19, 20, 23 and 30. Ther rersult of ther querstironnairrer can ber serern as follows:  

Table 5: The Result of Emotional Aspect 
No Statements SD D N A SA Mean 

3. Ir fererl proud of myserlf whern studyirng 

Ernglirsh languager. 

- 3 28 18 11 3.62 

4. Ir fererl erxci rterd whern Ir communircater 

irn Ernglirsh wirth otherrs. 

1 8 24 19 8 3.42 

10. Ir don’t gert anxirous whern Ir haver to 

answerr a quersti ron irn my Ernglirsh 

class. 

2 9 28 15 6 3.23 

11. Studyirng forerirgn languager lirker 

Ernglirsh irs ernjoyabler.  

1 6 26 

 

16 11 3.50 

14. To ber irnquirsi rtirver makers mer study 

Ernglirsh werll. 

1 3 17 27 12 

 

3.77 

15. Studyirng Ernglirsh makers mer haver 

good ermotirons (fererlirngs). 

1 6 30 16 7 

 

3.37 

18. Ir ernjoy doirng actirvirti rers irn Ernglirsh. 1 5 20 24 10 3.62 

19. Ir wirsh Ir could sperak Ernglirsh fluerntly. 3 2 12 12 31 4.10 

20. Ir am irnterrersterd irn studyirng Ernglirsh. - 2 22 20 16 3.83 

23. Studyirng Ernglirsh subjerct makers mer 

fererl morer confirdernt. 

2 3 27 20 8 3.48 

30. Knowirng Ernglirsh irs an irmportant goal 

irn my lirfer. 

3 2 21 20 14 3.67 

 Total      39.60 

SD: Strongly Dirsagrerer, D: Dirsagrerer, N: Nerutral, A: Agrerer, SA: Strongly Agrerer 

Baserd on ther calculatiron rersults irn ther thirrd tabler abover, irt can ber serern that 

ther studernts also haver a posirtirver attirtuder irn thirs asperct. Thirs asperct statermernt has 

a hirgh me ran. Wirth ther hirgherst meran irs statermernt numberr 19 irs (4.10) that 12 

studernts agrererd and 31 studernts strongly agrererd. Wherrer, studernts haver ther dersirrer 

to ber able r to sperak Ernglirsh flue rntly. Studernts arer hirghly motirvaterd to lerarn and 

practircer sperakirng E rnglirsh fluerntly. Thery reralirzer that thirs abirlirty irs not just an 

acadermirc skirll, but also an irmportant tool to achirerver therirr greraterr lirfer goals.  

Whern ther rerserarcherr askerd, “What do you erxpe rct or wirsh from lerarnirng 

E rnglirsh?” Thern ther studernts answerrerd, 

"Hoper to ber abler to sperak E rnglirsh fluerntly" 

"I rt's irmportant to lerarn Ernglirsh bercauser irf you want to go abroad, user Ernglirsh" 
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"I rt's irmportant, bercauser irf wer sperak E rnglirsh fluerntly wirth perople r, wer don't 

stammerr." 

Thern ther sercond hirgherst meran was statermernt numberr 20 irs (3.83), wirth 20 

studernts agrererd and 16 studernts strongly agrererd. Ther majorirty of studernts arer 

irnterrersterd irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh. The r querstiron for ther irnterrvirerw as supporterd ther data 

irs “Arer you irnterrersterd irn Ernglirsh?” and ther studernts saird, "Irnterrersterd irn Ernglirsh" and 

"I rnterrersterd 100%" Therrer arer somer rerasons why studernts arer irnterre rsterd irn lerarnirng 

E rnglirsh, ber irt for acadermirc, carererr, sociral or perrsonal bernerfirts. 

Yert, ther statermernt numberr 15 that studyirng E rnglirsh makers therm haver good 

ermotirons (fererlirngs) irs low (3.37). Somer studernts fererl nerrvous irn thirs rergard, but 

otherrs don’t fererl that, whern ther studernts werrer askerd, “Do you haver fererlirngs of 

anxirerty or ferar whern lerarnirng Ernglirsh irn class?” thern ther studernts saird, 

"Awkward, afraird of makirng a mirstaker" 

"Not rerally (ermbarrasserd), somertirmers Ir gert nerrvous whern askerd to rerad" 

"Anxirerty irs therrer, but not ferar" 

"Therrer irs nerrvousnerss whern askerd to comer forward sperakirng E rnglirsh" 

Irn thirs asperct irt can ber concluderd that ther studernts show that almost all 

studernts haver a good ermotironal attirtuder irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh. Sirncer ther afferctirver 

asperct irs an asperct that irs rerlaterd to studernts' merntal attirtuders, fererlirngs and 

awarernerss. 

Discussion 

Attirtuder irs consirderrerd as a perrson's ternderncy to act posirtirverly or nergatirverly irn 

lerarnirng somerthirng. A posirtirver attirtuder can erncourager a perrson to ber morer 

ernthusirastirc, dirlirgernt and perrsirsternt irn lerarnirng, whirler a nergatirver attirtuder can lerad to 

a lack of irnterrerst, motirvatiron and erffort. Thirs study airms to derterrmirner studernts' attirtuders 

towards lerarnirng E rnglirsh as a forerirgn languager, wirth ther hoper of irderntirfyirng ther factors 

that irnfluernce r therser attirtuders and how therse r attirtuders irmpact on ther terachirng-

lerarnirng procerss. 

Irn thirs serctiron, ther rerserarcherr outlirners ther firndirngs from ther data that has berern 

collercterd and analyzerd. Ther firndirngs provirder an overrvirerw of how studernts' attirtuders 

towards lerarnirng Ernglirsh, whertherr thery ternd to haver posirtirver or nergatirver attirtuders. The r 

rersults of thirs study arer erxpercterd to contrirbuter to ther derverlopmernt of morer erfferctirver 

terachirng stratergirers and bertterr support ther lerarnirng of Ernglirsh as a fore rirgn languager. 
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Ther pre rsernt study rerveralerd that studernts haver posirtirver attirtuders irn threre r 

aspercts, namerly berhaviroral, cognirtirver, and ermotironal (afferctirver). Ther rersults of thirs 

study arer irn lirner wirth ther rersults Sernir and Lerkatomperssy (2021) conducterd study 

among servernth-grader hirgh school studernts on ther samer topirc, confirrmerd that therser 

studernts also had posirtirver attirtuders towards Ernglirsh languager lerarnirng irn ther 

cognirtirver, affe rctirver and berhaviroral domairns. Therirr firndirngs rerirnforce r ther irdera that 

studernts at dirfferrernt lerverls of erducatiron erxhirbirt attirtuders that arer supportirver of Ernglirsh 

languager lerarnirng irn dirfferrernt aspercts of the rirr lerarnirng erxperrirernce r. On ther otherr 

hand, ther study by Fakayer (2010) conducterd that ther studernts of Gujrat Unirverrsirty 

haver a nergatirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a sercond languager. Moreroverr, 

gernderr has no irnfluerncer on ther attirtuder as therrer irs no sirgnirfircant dirfferrerncer bertwerern 

maler and fermaler attirtuders towards ErSL. Meranwhirler, ther rerserarcherr irn thirs study found 

that therrer arer somer dirffe rrerncers bertwerern male r and fermaler studernts. irt can ber serern 

whern ther rerse rarcherr dird an irnterrnshirp at ther school, ther re rserarcherr saw ther attirtuder 

and valuer of studernts irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh. irt can ber saird that gernderr has an irnflue rncer 

on ther attirtuder of studernts irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a sercond languager. 

Ther berhaviroral attirtuder asperct showerd that studernts haver strong motirvatiron, 

whirch merans therirr attirtuder towards lerarnirng E rnglirsh irs posirtirver. Thirs strong motirvatiron 

rerflercts therirr hirgh irnterrerst and dersirrer to underrstand and masterr Ernglirsh. Therser firndirngs 

agrerer wirth Safirtrir ert al., (2023) whirch showerd that all studernts rersponderd werll to ther 

statermernt, whirch merans thery had a posirtirver attirtuder irn thirs asperct. Wirth a posirtirver 

attirtuder, studernts arer morer lirkerly to actirverly partircirpater irn ther lerarnirng procerss, show 

ernthusirasm irn followirng lerssons, and ber wirllirng to face r challernge rs that arirser irn 

languager lerarnirng. Thirs posirtirver attirtuder can also afferct therirr lerarnirng outcomers, as 

motirvatiron and a good attirtuder arer irmportant factors irn achirervirng acadermirc 

succerss. Irn the r statermernt wirth ther studernts haver hirgh motirvatiron irn le rarnirng E rnglirsh. 

Thirs irs ervirdernt from therirr dersirrer to lerarn Ernglirsh by practircirng wirth therirr frirernds. Thirs 

proactirver attirtuder showe rd that thery arer not only lerarn irndirvirdually but also sererk 

opportunirtirers to derverlop therirr languager skirlls through irnterractiron and collaboratiron 

wirth ferllow studernts. Furtherr support for thirs firndirng was obtairnerd from ther irnterrvirerw 

rersults, whirch rerveralerd that studernts oftern aske rd therirr frire rnds about thirngs thery dird 

not underrstand. Overrall, thirs motirvatiron and good study habirts not only rerflerct 

studernts' posirtirver attirtuder towards Ernglirsh lerarnirng but also ermphasirzer ther irmportancer 
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of collaboratiron irn ther lerarnirng procerss. Thirs approach can irmprover studernts' 

underrstandirng and maker lerarnirng E rnglirsh more r erfferctirver and ernjoyabler.  

Meranwhirler, ther studernts thirnk that lerarnirng E rnglirsh doers not rerally afferct therirr 

rerlatironshirp wirth therirr frirernds. Irn otherr words, studernts fererl that lerarnirng Ernglirsh has no 

sirgnirfircant irmpact, erirtherr posirtirver or nergatirver, on therirr sociral irnterractirons wirth therirr 

pere rrs. Irn addirtiron, ther firndirngs also show that studernts arer le rss actirver irn girvirng opirnirons 

whern thery arer lerarnirng irn class. Thirs could ber duer to serverral factors, such as lack of 

confirderncer, dirscomfort irn usirng Ernglirsh, or lack of opportunirtirers to sperak and erxprerss 

opirnirons irn a classroom serttirng. Thirs nerutral attirtuder and lack of actirver partircirpatiron 

irndircater that therrer arer cerrtairn barrire rrs that nererd to ber overrcomer irn orderr to irncreraser 

studernt erngagermernt irn ther Ernglirsh lerarnirng procerss. Therser factors arer irmportant to 

noter as actirver partircirpatiron and posirtirver sociral irnterractiron can irmprover studernts' 

motirvatiron and lerarnirng outcomers. Therrerforer, teracherrs and erducators nererd to firnd 

ways to crerater a morer irnclusirver lerarnirng ernvirronmernt and erncourager studernts to 

partircirpater morer actirverly. 

Thern ther sercond irs cognirtirver asperct, as erxpercterd, showerd that ther majorirty of 

studernts haver a posirtirver attirtuder. Irn otherr words, thery arer naturally motirvaterd to lerarn 

and derverlop irn ther firerld of Ernglirsh. Almost all studernts gaver good rersponsers to all 

statermernts girvern irn ther querstironnairrer. Thirs irndircaters a strong dersirrer from ther studernts 

to underrstand and masterr Ernglirsh. Thirs firndirng irs irn lirner wirth rerserarch conducterd by 

Watir (2018), whirch shows that ther posirtirver cognirtirver aspercts irn ther rerspondernts' 

languager attirtuder arer rerlatirverly hirgh. Watir's rerserarch also irndircaterd that many 

studernts berlirerver that Ernglirsh plays an irmportant roler irn therirr futurer lirvers. Thirs virerw shows 

that studernts arer awarer of ther irmportancer of E rnglirsh irn ther conterxt of globalirzatiron 

and futurer carererr opportunirtirers. 

Thirs irndircaterd that studernts do consirderr Ernglirsh irmportant and userful for therirr 

futurer. Ther hirgh agrerermernt to thirs statermernt irndircaters studernts' awarernerss of ther 

rerle rvancer and bernerfirts of lerarnirng Ernglirsh irn ther conterxt of therirr futurer lirvers. The r 

irnterrvirerw rersults also support thirs firndirng, wirth many studernts statirng that Ernglirsh irs 

irmportant for therirr futurer. For erxampler, studernts merntironerd that Ernglirsh language r skirlls 

would ber verry userful irf the ry wanterd to contirnuer therirr erducatiron abroad. Thery reralirzerd 

that many of ther world's leradirng unirverrsirtirers user Ernglirsh as ther languager of irnstructiron, 

makirng masterry of thirs languager an irmportant rerquirrermernt for achirervirng bertterr 
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erducatironal opportunirtirers at ther irnterrnatironal lerverl. Irn addirtiron, ther irnterrvirerws also 

showerd that studernts arer awarer that Ernglirsh irs an irnterrnatironal languager. Thirs 

awarernerss strerngtherns therirr motirvatiron to lerarn Ernglirsh serrirously. Therrerforer, wirth ther 

underrstandirng that Ernglirsh irs an irmportant kery to unlock futurer opportunirtirers, both irn 

erducatiron and carererr, studernts show a posirtirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng thirs 

languager.  

Meranwhirler, almost all studernts choser a nerutral answerr, thirs irs duer to studernts' 

assumptiron that thery are r not yert capabler ernough to underrstand or analyzer ther 

conternt or lerarnirng materrirals irn Ernglirsh. Thirs nerutral answerr rerflercts studernts' 

uncerrtairnty or lack of confirderncer irn therirr abirlirty to deral wirth morer complerx materriral 

irn Ernglirsh. Ther irnterrvirerw rersults also supporterd thirs firndirng, wirth many studernts statirng 

that thery firnd irt dirffircult to underrstand ther lerarnirng materrirals irn Ernglirsh. Somer studernts 

dirrerctly merntironerd ther word “Dirffircult” or “Some rtirmers” whern askerd about ther lerverl of 

dirffirculty thery facerd. Thery stirll erncounterr challerngers irn ther lerarnirng procerss, erspercirally 

whern irt comers to analyzirng or underrstandirng morer complircaterd conternt. Therrerforer, 

irmprovirng studernts' underrstandirng of Ernglirsh conternt wirll not only irmprover therirr 

posirtirver attirtuder but also erncourager therm to partircirpater morer actirverly irn ther 

terachirng-lerarnirng procerss. 

Ther last oner irs ther ermotironal or afferctirve r asperct. Anwar & Surarchirth, irn Siryad 

(2022) arguer that ther lerarnirng procerss irs consirderrerd an ermotironal procerss. Thirs irs 

usually irnfluerncerd by serverral perrsonal and ermotironal erlermernts such as serlf-

confirderncer, irnterrerst, and fererlirngs of comfort wirth ther materriral berirng studirerd. Thery 

berlirerver irn the rmserlvers and haver ther dersirrer to lerarn Ernglirsh. Studernts who berlirerver irn 

thermserlvers ternd to ber morer actirver irn partircirpatirng irn class, morer couragerous to try 

nerw thirngs, and morer rersirstant to ther challernge rs thery face r. Fererlirng comfortabler and 

happy whirler le rarnirng Ernglirsh shows that studernts haver a posirtirver lerarnirng erxperrirerncer. 

Irn agrerermernt wirth erarlire rr rerserarch from Utamir ert al., (2020) whirch showerd posirtirver 

rersults on thirs afferctirver asperct. On ther otherr hand, Lukmawatir (2019) also showerd that 

ther majorirty of studernts show a posirtirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn 

languager irn thirs afferctirver asperct. Studernts e rxprerss therirr abirlirty to follow E rnglirsh 

materriral durirng Ernglirsh lerarnirng. 

Afterrwards ther studernts showerd that thery had a hirgh irnterrerst irn Ernglirsh and 

hoper to masterr irt werll. Thirs irnterrerst rerflercts studernts' posirtirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng 
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E rnglirsh and irs an irndircatiron that thery serer sirgnirfircant valuer and bernerfirts irn lerarnirng ther 

languager. Thirs irnterrerst and hoper also rerflerct studernts' berlire rf that thery arer capabler of 

achirervirng therirr goals irn lerarnirng E rnglirsh. Thirs berlirerf irs irmportant as irt can boost serlf-

confirderncer and maker studernts morer rersirlirernt to challerngers or dirffircultirers thery may 

facer. Thus, studernts who arer irnterrersterd and hoperful about masterrirng Ernglirsh ternd to 

haver a morer posirtirver and proactirver attirtuder, whirch wirll ultirmaterly support therirr 

succerss irn lerarnirng thirs languager. 

On ther otherr hand, half of ther studernts rerveralerd that lerarnirng Ernglirsh dird not 

provirder any sirgnirfircant ermotironal erxperrirerncers or fererlirngs for therm. Thirs nerutral choircer 

rerflercts that studernts fere rl nerutral or not verry ermotironally irnvolverd irn ther Ernglirsh 

lerarnirng procerss. Whern studernts do not fererl e rmotironally erngagerd, thirs can afferct 

therirr motirvatiron lerverl irn le rarnirng. Posirtirver ermotirons, such as erxcirtermernt or ernthusirasm, 

can ber a strong drirverr irn motirvatirng studernts to lerarn morer dirlirgerntly. Howerverr, irf 

studernts fererl nerutral or ervern ermotironally dirse rngagerd, thery may ternd to ber lerss 

motirvaterd or lerss ernthusirastirc irn deralirng wirth Ernglirsh materrirals. 

Underrstandirng and managirng ther ermotironal aspercts of Ernglirsh lerarnirng irs 

irmportant to crerater a posirtirver and supportirver lerarnirng ernvirronmernt. Thirs wirll herlp 

studernts fererl morer connercterd to ther lerarnirng procerss and maxirmirzer therirr poterntiral irn 

achirervirng lerarnirng goals. Thus, erducators or teracherrs nererd to pay atterntiron to 

studernts' ermotironal rersponsers and look for ways to strerngthern therirr ermotironal 

erngagermernt irn Ernglirsh lerarnirng. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion 

Thirs rerse rarch airms to derterrmirner ther attirtuders of erirghth grader juniror hirgh school 

studernts irn lerarnirng Ernglirsh as a forerirgn languager. Thirs typer of rerserarch irs mirxerd 

me rthods, namerly a rerserarch merthod that focusers on combirnirng quantirtatirver and 

qualirtatirver me rthods. Data was obtairnerd through a firver-poirnt Lirkerrt scaler survery. Irn 

addirtiron, ther irnterrvirerw was applirerd to obtairn a morer irn-derpth analysirs. The r 

rerspondernts werrer ther erirghth studernts of SMPN 13 Kota Berngkulu. Ther numbe rr of 

rerspondernts was 60 studernts. Thery irnverstirgaterd what studernts' attirtuders towards 

lerarnirng Ernglirsh werrer irn le rarnirng Ernglirsh. 
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On irnirtiral assumptirons, irt apperarerd that many studernts werrer not irnterrersterd irn 

E rnglirsh. Thirs attirtuder irs characterrirzerd by a lack of ernthusirasm irn atterndirng lerssons and 

low partircirpatiron irn class actirvirtirers. Somer studernts may fe rerl that E rnglirsh irs dirffircult to 

lerarn or lerss rerlervant to therirr dairly lirvers, so therirr attirtuder towards thirs languager ternds 

to ber unfavorabler. Howe rverr, afterr ther rerserarcherr conducterd a more r irn-derpth study, 

ther rersults obtairnerd showerd a dirfferre rnt pircturer. Overrall, studernts werrer found to haver 

a morer posirtirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng E rnglirsh than pre rvirously thought. Ther re rsults 

showerd that ther rerspondernts ternde rd to have r a posirtirver attirtuder towards lerarnirng 

E rnglirsh as a forerirgn languager. Thirs posirtirver attirtuder arirse rs for varirous rerasons. Firrst, 

many of therm fererl irnterrersterd irn Ernglirsh, both bercauser of ther cultural apperal 

associraterd wirth ther languager and bercauser Ernglirsh irs consirderrerd irmportant for futurer 

carererr and acadermirc opportunirtirers. Bersirders irnterrerst, motirvatiron also plays a verry 

irmportant roler. Many rerspondernts werrer motirvaterd to masterr Ernglirsh bercauser thery 

saw irt as a userful skirll. Overrall, thirs posirtirver attirtuder and hirgh motirvatiron herlp ther 

studernts to ber morer erffe rctirver irn le rarnirng Ernglirsh, so that thery can achirerver be rtterr 

rersults irn masterrirng ther languager.  
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