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1. INTRODUCTION

Communication is essential for human connection, and language is a powerful tool for this purpose. It
allows individuals to share thoughts, emotions, and information with others, fostering relationships and
participation in society. Language is also helps individuals acquire knowledge and understanding. In literature,
authors use spoken and written language in diverse ways to create their works. Meyer (1997) described that
literature refers to written works that go beyond everyday communication. Authors employ creative language,
including metaphors, beautiful phrases, and rhythmic structures, to create an aesthetic experience. These works
are meant to be savored and interpreted, often leaving room for reader’s own perspective.

Moving beyond structural comprehension, language understanding in literary work involves understanding
the meaning behind the words. Semantics, within linguistics, takes center stage in exploring core aspects of
meaning and how human use language to convey it. Al-Khalidi (2020) noted that, semantics aims to uncovered
the meaning behind various linguistic elements, while Hidayati (2020) emphasize its role in describing
meanings at the level of words, phrases, and sentences, including the evolution of how word meanings develop
and change over time.

Figurative language is used frequently in literature to add vitality and interest to the author writing.
Figurative language is used by author as a technique to express imaginative ideas in a way that can inspire the
reader’s or listener’s creativity, help them generate thoughts and feelings, and raise their own sensations.
According to Pradopo (2007), cited in (Pribadi, V. D., 2019), figurative language is the use of figure or
similarity to compare one thing to another in order to make it more clear, interesting, and living. It is language
that uses words or expressions in an imaginative way with a deeper meaning than their literal interpretation
(Anderson, 2005 cited in Ladika, A. R., 2018). However, figurative language is a common technique used in
many forms of literature, and one of them is song.  Song is one of the literary works that uses figurative
language as an important part of its lyrics. Griffey (2001), as cited in Setiawati & Maryann, (2018), states that
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song refers to a part of music where the words are intended to be sung. The majority of authors who compose
literary works use it to convey their thoughts, feelings, emotions, and imagination. Therefore, the use of
figurative language in song lyrics by the songwriters makes the meaning of the lyrics more colorful and more
interesting to the audience.

Poetry is another type of literature that uses language to express ideas, emotions, and experiences in a way
that is often rhythmic, musical, and imaginative. In poetry, the picture or image evokes a sense for the writer's
feelings or the words they use. An image may represent more than simply the senses of sight, sound, touch,
smell, and taste (Grover, 1994). Imagery, as clarify in Abrams’ book 4 Glossary of Literary Terms seventh
edition, is used to represent all the things and aspects of sensory perception that are mentioned in a poem or
other literary work (Abram, 1999). Therefore, as the aforementioned reason indicates, it is essential to analyze
how figurative language is used in song lyrics.

The purpose of this study was to analyze the types of figurative language found in Jackson Wang’s selected
song lyrics. Jackson Wang was born in Hong Kong on 28 March 1994 with his Chinese name Wang Jia’er. He
is not only known as a rapper and singer, but he is also a dancer, record producer, host, fashion designer, and
music video director. He initially gained widespread recognition after joining JYP Entertainment’s K-pop boy
group, Got 7, before he left the company and in 2017, he founded TEAM WANG and began releasing solo
music in China and internationally thereafter. ‘Drive You Home ’is one of his famous songs, follows the global
success of his hit single, ‘LMLY ’(Leave Me Loving You. This song is collaboration between TEAM WANG
and Internet Money. ‘Drive You Home ’is inspired by and interpolates the iconic 1984 single ‘Drive *from the
legendary new wave band The Car. The writer chooses this song because there are many figurative languages
found in the song lyrics. The objective of the study is mentioned as follows:

1. To identify the types of figurative language used in Jackson Wang’s song.

2. To analyze the connotative meaning and meaning of each types of figurative language found in the

song lyrics.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Figurative Language

Kennedy & Gioia (2007) states that figurative language is a figure of speech in language that is used to
express the meaning that its literal meaning cannot convey. While, Arp (2011), indicates that figurative
language defies literal interpretation (or should not be taken literally only). It tends to use words or expressions
with meanings other than the literal understanding. According to Kenedy & Gioia (2005), there are several
types of figurative language were suggested:

1. Simile defines as an indirect comparison between two different things the used the word “like” or “as”
or an equivalent term such as, his eyes were shining like stars, Dawi’s skin white as cloud in the sky.

2. Metaphor contrasts two unlike things by stating that one thing is similar to another even though they
are not alike in the literal sense. The difference between a metaphor and a simile is that a metaphor
does not contain the terms "like" or "as." The examples of metaphor are "Sea of sadness", "Your
fingers are sausages," and "Shownu is a bear when he's eating."

3. Personification is a figure of speech that gives human characteristics to a thing, animal, or abstract
terms like truth or nature. The examples are “The grasses dance with the wind.” “The sky cried with
me today.”

4. Trony refers to someone say one thing but means something kind of opposite, or when insults are
subtly implied beneath the language’s surface. The irony is used to declare the opposite meaning with
the true meaning and the mismatch between the atmosphere presented and the reality that underlies it.
For example of the irony is “How great your idea.” This sentence shows that the person who says it
does not want to hear or does not want to use that idea.

5. Synecdoche is a figurative language that used a significant part of a whole to describe the whole or
vice versa. For example, “She showed off her new wheels.” The term “wheels”, which is a part of an
automobile, can be used to refer to her new car or automobile.

6. Apostrophe is a figure of speech that makes an absent, dead, or non-human person or thing sound as
though it were present. For example, “Haven, help us.”, “Chocolate, why must you be so delicious?”,
“O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, how lovely are thy branches”, or “Hello darkness, my old friend.
I’ve come to talk to you again.”

7. Allegory is a figure of speech that describes abstract ideas and principles in terms of characters,
figures, and events. The purpose of its use is to preach some kind of a moral lesson. For example,
“Like a spinning wheel, life is sometimes above, sometimes below.”
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8. Paradox is a figure of speech in which a statement appears to contradict itself. The statement may
appear to be silly but in reality, contains a truth which seems unreasonable. For example, “She feel
alone in the center of town.”, “Your silence is my favorite sound.”, or “The people’s representative
heard, but pretended to be deaf.”

9. Repetition is a figure of speech that uses repeating to repeat single words or short phrases two or
more times; however, some can involve the repetition of sounds while others may require the
repetition of entire sentences. The repetition was used when the songwriter and poet needed to
emphasize a certain part to convey its proper meaning. For example, “He will try to study, study, and
study to achieve his dreams.”

10. Hyperbole is a figure of speech that uses exaggeration to express a strong emotion, make a point, or
elicit laughter. An exaggerated statement or figure of speech that is not meant to be taken literally. For
example, “I could sleep for a year.”, or “This book weighs a ton.”

11. Symbol is the use of symbols to represent ideas and qualities by combining them with symbolic
meanings that differ from their literal meaning. It is only applied to a word or phrase that represent an
object or event that in turn relate to other things or have a variety of references beyond itself (Abrams,
1999)

Song and Song Lyrics

Songs are one of the literary forms that are familiar to listeners. The songs that are written by talented
people, such as composers or poets, who know how to write word well. They use songs to express their thoughts
and feelings, from happiness to sadness, and from love to hatred. Songwriters and composers use song to
communicate their feelings and share their life experiences. While Cox (2000), cited in Sopiansyah. I & Inayah,
R. (2021), states that songs are composed of lyrics and music that are timed and rhythmically structured to
represent the feelings, dreams, intentions or actions of particular individual or individuals.

Lyrics are printed as a way to communicate between the author and the audience or reader, in which the
author expresses personal thoughts and emotions. According to Jackson, V. and Prins, Y. (2014), they stated
that a lyric was always associated with erlebins, or a person’s or the author’s actual experience; this is similar
to the nineteenth-century idea that a lyric is composed by replicating the feeling. Although the lyrics are
composed in relation to personal matters, readers or listeners are made aware of them so they can understand
their significance.

2. METHOD

Research Design
In this study, the writer used the qualitative descriptive method to analyze the figurative language used in
the song lyrics of the selected song by Hong Kong singer Jackson Wang.

Data Collection
The data of this study was collected from a popular song “Drive You Home”. There are steps that the
writer takes to analyze the data:
1. Collecting references and theories about the type of figurative language and the other information to support
its paper.
2. Relating the data into the type of figurative language that found in the chosen song.

Data Analysis

Data analysis is the process of identifying and analyzing the data. As mentioned previously, the objective
of this study is to analyze the figurative language used in the selected song lyrics "Drive You Home" using a
framework based on Kennedy & Gioia (2007) and Arp (2011).

For these reasons, several steps are taken in analyzing the data. The first is reading the chosen song lyrics
several times to gain a better understanding of the song and the figurative language used. The second is
identifying and analyzing sentences for the song lyrics. The last step is listing the figurative language that
conduct in the song lyrics.

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The study focuses on finding the type of figurative language and analyzing the meaning in Jackson Wang’s
song lyrics. Prior to display the discussion of each meaning, the lyric and figurative language types in the lyrics
of the song "Drive You Home" by Jackson Wang would be presented in the table 1.
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Table 1. The Types of Figurative Language and The Lyrics

No. Types of Figurative
Language

Lyrics

1 Metaphor And every roadmap leads straight to your heart

So I can’t leave you tonight

No, not tonight

Cause who’s gonna drive you home
When you’ve had a crazy day?

I think we live in a homemade video
But it’s like you and I rewind to the lowest low

I always thought, always thought we could reverse it
I always thought, always thought we could be perfect

2 Simile Felt something like, something like an 80s movie
Felt something like, something like you never lose me

Who’s gonna dry your eyes

When your tears fall like the rain

|
3 Allegory May be one more cruise will make it alright
While you hold my hand from the passenger’s side

I
4 Hyperbole And I’m eighty miles from going insane
I’ve been missing, missing those days

We fell in love on Geary Boulevard
We fell in deep, we fell so hard

I
5 Symbol We fell in love on Geary Boulevard
With the sun coming down on the front of my car

So why we gotta check into the heartbreak hotel?
Oh hell, you know me better than myself

I don’t wanna go home, no way without you
Ain’t gonna be good for my health

The Analysis of Figurative Language and Contextual Meaning in Song Lyrics

a. Metaphor
And every roadmap leads straight to your hearth
So I can’t leave you tonight
No, not tonight

From the above line, it is clear that ‘every roadmap leads straight to your heart’ in line 9 uses a figurative
language metaphor. ‘Roadmap’ is used metaphorically in the line, where ‘heart’ is metaphorically depicted as
a destination. So, in this line, the author of this song tries to say that no matter where he goes, he ultimately
finds his way back to the person he loves. It emphasizes that this person is his true home, a place of comfort,
warmth, and security. This goes beyond a physical location and represents an emotional connection.

Cause who s gonna drive you home 12
When you ve had a crazy day? 13

‘Crazy day’ in line 13 is considered as metaphor. The author compares it to the disorganized situation, or

full of unexpected events happen in his girlfriend’s life.
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1 think we live in a homemade video 17
But it s like you and I rewind to the lowest low 18

The writer considers lines 17 and 18 as metaphors. According to ‘a homemade video, the writer believes
that the author of the song perceives their relationship as unnatural, staged, and lacking authenticity. It might
feel controlled, unlike a ‘real’ life experience. Furthermore, referring to the phrase ‘rewind to the lowest low,’
it implies that the author’s relationship with his girlfriend is gradually deteriorating instead of developing to
the happy ending.

I always thought, always thought we could reverse it 19
I always thought, always thought we could be perfect 20

If we refer to lines 17 and 18, the author wrote in line 19 that he wished he could reverse it, as in the
reversing of the video, to fix the situation in the past. This line is clearly a metaphor because, literary, we cannot
reverse our lives as we reverse the video tape in the video player to move back to the beginning. The author
uses a metaphor in this line to imply that if he could turn back time, he would because he needs to fix the
mistake that happened in the past.

b. Simile
Felt something like, something like an 80s movie 3
Felt something like, something like you never lose me 4

In line 3, it is clearly stated that the lyric uses a figurative language simile. The author uses the word ‘/ike’ in
the lyrics above to compare his love to a 80s love movie. Back to that era, 80s movies featured a wonderful
and dreamy love couple. That’s why the author uses a simile in this line. He wants to imply that his love right
now is romantic, as in a 80s movie. However, these two lines are related to the first two lines, which are lines
1 and 2. According to these four lines, the author intends to imply that he is satisfied with his love. Everything
is going well, and it seems like nothing could tear them apart.

Who s gonna dry your eyes 14
When your tears fall like the rain 15

Line 15 is considered as a simile because it contains the word ‘like’ in the lyric. Literary tears cannot fall
as freely as rain. Tears are a phenomenon of droplets that flow from the eye when it is hurt or as a result of
emotion. This condition is compared to a person who is crying so hard, whether in pain or happiness. But in
this line, the author refers to tears as the crying of sadness or pain. The author uses the simile ‘tears fall like
the rain’ to imply that if he’s not there, who will take care of her and provide comfort and support during times
of need.

c. Allegory
May be one more cruise will make it alright 40
While you hold my hand from the passenger s side 41

In line 40 and 41, the author wrote that maybe one more cruise will make it alright when she holds his hand
from the passenger’s side. This line is clearly allegory because the lines imply the author's desire for a new
chance to rekindle their relationship after he lost her. He can go through his tough life easily when she is there
for him.

d. Hyperbole

And I m eighty miles from going insane 35
I ve been missing, missing those days 36
So baby, let me love you, ooh woah 38

The writer considers line 35 as hyperbole. In this line, ‘eighty miles from going insane,’ refers to an
exaggeration, emphasizing the speaker’s emotional state. They are feeling close to the edge due to something
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related to the relationship. Through this hyperbole, the author implies regret and depression, suggesting that
the situation he faces, missing his love deeply, might drive him to madness.

We fell in love on Geary Boulevard 38
We fell in deep, we fell so hard 39

The lyric contains a figurative language hyperbole. In line 39, the author expresses his feeling that he truly
loves his girlfriend deep down in his heart. He uses exaggeration words like ‘fell in deep’ and ‘fell so hard’ to
convey strong emotion and emphasize how deeply he loves his girlfriend.

e. Symbol
We fell in love on Geary Boulevard 1
With the sun coming down on the front of my car 2

In lines 1 and 2, the lyrics employ a figurative language metaphor. The lines open by describing a specific
location, Geary Boulevard, which likely holds strong emotional significance for the author, perhaps marking
the beginning of their love story. This significance is further emphasized by the vivid detail in line 2, 'the sun
coming down on the front of my car.' This detail not only sets the time of day but also introduces the use of a
car, which could symbolize freedom. These lines describe how the author's relationship began, expressing his
feelings for his lover, the beauty of their love, and the happiness they share.

So why we gotta check into the heartbreak hotel? 5
Oh hell, you know me better than myself 6
I don t wanna go home, no way without you 7
Ain t gonna be good for my health 8

‘Heartbreak hotel ’in line 5 is symbolic of a place where people go when they have been jilted by their
lovers. This phrase was inspired by a true story about a heartbroken man who committed suicide in a hotel. In
some versions, it is reported that a heartbroken man shoots himself; in others, he leaps to his death from a hotel
window. Therefore, in this line, the author implies his confusion over the unexpected loss of his love. Referring
to line 1-4 in the previous section, the author describes his love as a perfect couple. Then in line 5, the lyric
implies that he suddenly loses his lover forever.

The writer considers line 8 as a symbol because ‘health ’refers to the author’s mental health. After he loses
his lover, he cannot go back to the place they have ever been together because it would remind him of her,

and that is not good for his mental health.

4. CONCLUSION

Figurative language is a figure of speech in which words or expressions have meanings other than their
literal meaning to make the author’s imaginative ideas clear, interesting, and alive. This study was conducted
to identify the types of figurative language employed in ‘Drive You Home ’song lyrics by Jackson Wang. In
this study, the writer aims to find out the types of figurative language based on the expert's analysis, and
connotative meaning was also identified in Jackson Wang’s song lyric.

Based on the discussion and analytical data, the writer found several types of figurative language in the
lyrics. There are five types of figurative language were found that are simile, metaphor, allegory, hyperbole,
and symbol. The most dominant figurative language in this lyric is metaphor, simile, hyperbole, and symbol.
The author used this type of figurative language because most of the lyrical context of the song is about his
deep emotions of love and heartbreak, so the word used in the lyric compared his feelings with things that have
implicit meaning. Following that is allegory. The author uses this figurative language to express different layers
of meaning in his feelings and context at the same time.
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