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The ogoh-ogoh tradition is a cultural practice of the 

Balinese Hindu community that not only functions 

as a religious ritual, but also has a relationship with 

social and environmental dynamics. This study aims 

to analyze the ogoh-ogoh tradition in relation to the 

ecological awareness of the Balinese Hindu 

community in Sidowaluyo Village through the 

perspective of Julian H. Steward's cultural ecology. 

The research method used is qualitative with a 

descriptive-analytical approach through observation, 

interviews, and documentation studies. The results of 

the study indicate a transformation in the ogoh-ogoh 

practice, especially in the use of more 

environmentally friendly materials and the 

development of ecological behavior in the 

community, such as waste management offerings, 

mutual cooperation in environmental cleanliness, 

and tree planting activities. The discussion shows 

that these practices are in line with the values of Tri 

Hita Karana, especially the palemahan aspect, which 

emphasizes the harmony of human relations with 

nature. Thus, the ogoh-ogoh tradition can be 

understood as a form of cultural adaptation that plays 

a role in the internalization of ecological awareness 

in the community. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The ogoh-ogoh tradition holds a very important position in Nyepi Day 

celebrations in Sidowalo and has become an integral part of the identity of the local 

Hindu community (et al., 2022). Ogoh-ogoh is essentially a representation of the 
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Bhuta Symbol, symbolizing the strength of negative realized in the form of a giant 

statue, and paraded on the day of holy Nyepi. This tradition not only holds deep 

spiritual value but also serves as a means of expressing creativity in society 

(Muamalah, Pratiwi, et al., 2023). In contemporary development, the ogoh-ogoh is 

no longer seen solely as a religious symbol but also as a space for the exploration of 

art and technology that brings cultural attractions and spectacular spectacles. 

However, the significant changes in the selection of manufacturing materials for 

ogoh-ogoh now attract attention, particularly with respect to their ecological 

implications (Anggreni, 2023). 

Increasing global awareness of environmental sustainability has prompted 

the Balinese Hindu Village community of Sidowaluyo to transition from styrofoam 

to environmentally friendly materials in the manufacture of ogoh-ogoh (Anggasta & 

Widiastuti, 2022). Styrofoam, which was previously popular because it was light 

and easy to form, is now understood as a hard material that decomposes and can 

potentially pollute the environment and endanger health (Dhiya'ulhaq, 2020). This 

underscores the importance of using natural ingredients that support a sustainable 

village ecosystem.Urgency awareness: This ecology is increasingly strengthened by 

the large-scale flood incident in Bali on September 10, 2025, which revealed 

weaknesses in waste management, especially non-organic waste, as aggravating 

factors of the disaster, as well as impacts on social life, the economy, tourism, and 

local cultural (Kompas 2025). 

Incident flooding reflects low public awareness of the collective balance 

between humans and the environment. In this context, the tradition of ogoh-ogoh 

does not provide a sufficient ecological answer. The use of non-toxic materials is 

environmentally friendly, thereby increasing the post-ritual waste burden. The 

tradition of ogoh-ogoh in the village of Sidowaluyo, South Lampung, demonstrates 

that local traditions can serve as a medium for reflection and education on socio-

ecological issues through the use of natural and recycled materials.With this, ogoh-

ogoh is not just a symbol of purification Bhuta Kala, but also an instrument of 
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culture for growing awareness of the ecological and responsive environmental crisis 

in a sustainable manner. 

In practice, various alternative materials, such as bamboo, recycled paper, 

paper plaster, and organic materials, are increasingly used to replace synthetic 

materials in the manufacturing process of Ogoh-ogoh (Ardana & Sudita, 2022). 

Bamboo is chosen because it is environmentally friendly, easy to obtain, and 

represents local wisdom, embodying aesthetic and cooperative values. However, the 

application of these environmentally friendly materials is not yet fully optimal 

because there is a gap between awareness of ecological issues and field practices, 

especially in the economic, technical , and environmental education. Although part 

of the younger generation has taken the initiative to use alternative materials, 

internalization of the ecological tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh remains limited and 

unevenly distributed. 

Through the corner-view ecology of Julian H. Steward's culture, this paper 

examines the emerging awareness of ecology in the tradition of ogoh-ogoh as part of 

the cultural adaptation process of Balinese society to its ecological and social 

environment. Tradition of ogoh-ogoh is understood as a practice culture that is not 

only ritual and symbolic, but also functional, growing awareness of the collective in 

a guard balance relation between humans and nature in a sustainable manner. The 

results of this research are expected to provide a practical solution to bridge the gap 

between ecological awareness and the practice of manufacturing ogoh-ogoh in the 

field. In addition, this finding is expected to offer recommendation policies that 

strengthen the use of environmentally friendly materials and contribute to the 

preservation of adaptive and sustainable Balinese traditions. Furthermore, this 

research is expected to have a positive impact on improving the quality of life of the 

Balinese Hindu community in the village of Sidowaluyo, in the face of climate 

change and global environmental degradation. 

Overall, the ecological approach of Julian H. Steward's culture is an essential 

basis for understanding the tradition of the ogoh-ogoh as a form of adaptive cultural 

practice in guarding environmental balance. In this perspective, the tradition of 
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ogoh-ogoh is understood not only as a ritual and cultural expression but also as a 

concrete public response to ecological problems through the use of environmentally 

friendly materials and by strengthening collective awareness of sustainability. 

Generation young Balinese Hindus play a strategic role in continuing this tradition 

in a more sustainable way, so that ogoh-ogoh not only functions as an inheritance 

culture, but also as a means of environmental education that fosters ecological 

awareness in the midst of modern life. 

Previous studies on the traditional Ogoh-Ogoh generally put this tradition in 

a social , religious, and cultural framework, especially as a medium for forming 

social harmony, interfaith religious tolerance, and strengthening the identity of the 

Balinese Hindu community ( Muamalah et al. 2023). Although contribution is 

essential, the focus of the research is still limited to social and symbolic dimensions, 

while ecological aspects as well as the implementation of environmental values in 

practice are not yet studied in depth. In fact, this tradition has potential as a medium 

of internalization awareness ecological through practice culture that comes into 

direct contact with material, waste, and space management of the public. Therefore, 

this research is presented to fill the gap with the study implementation of 

environmental values in the traditional Ogoh-Ogoh in the Village Sidowaluyo as an 

effort to build awareness of the ecological Balinese Hindu diaspora community, 

which integrates the mark culture with not quite enough answers to ecological issues 

in the context of environmental sustainability ( Supartha 2023). 

This research aims to critically analyze the implementation of ecological 

values in the tradition of the Ogoh-Ogoh Balinese Hindu community in the village 

of Sidowaluyo, including its successes, limitations, and the gap between the 

symbolic and the practicalreal. In addition, this study evaluates the role of the Ogoh-

Ogoh tradition as an instrument for environmental education in raising ecological 

awareness among the public. 

 

METHOD  
This research uses a qualitative approach with design phenomenology, which 

aims to understand the experience deeply and the meaning of the subjective Balinese 
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Hindu society towards the tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh as a social and ecological 

phenomenon. Phenomenological approach chosen Because The focus is on lived 

experience and the meaning experienced by participants in the context of their 

socio-cultural aspects. (Michael J Gill, 2020). Informant selected purposively as 

many as seven people directly involved in the creation and implementation of the 

Ogoh-Ogoh . This number is determined based on data sufficiency (data saturation), 

namely, when interviews have produced information that is repetitive and no longer 

provides variation that yields significant new meaning (Kim, H.-K. et al 2020). 

Data are collected through in-depth interviews, non-participant observation, 

and documentation. Non-participant observation is used as a strategy to guard 

against objectivity and limitations, and to place researchers in the role of observers 

in the practice of the religion being studied, because researchers are not part of the 

community of Hindu adherents. An in-depth interview was conducted for the dig 

meaning and participant experiences related to the tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh , while 

the documentation function strengthened the Data evidence (Journal of Health 

Sciences, 2025). Data analysis was conducted using the phenomenological method. 

Descriptive Colaizzi, who covers stages of reading all data, identifying important 

statements, formulating meaning , grouping meaning into a main theme, and 

formulating the essence of the experience being studied. Colaizzi's method was 

chosen because it gives a systematic and explicit analysis in phenomenological 

research Descriptive, BK Gumarang Jr. & RC, 2021 ). Data validity is maintained 

through triangulation of sources and techniques, as well as by checking the 

suitability of field data and interpretation results. This approach helps safeguard the 

credibility and consistency of research findings. (Asian Nursing Research, 2024 ). 

The data were then analyzed using the Miles & Huberman model, which includes 

the processes of data reduction, data presentation, and data extraction. Conclusion: 

For finding patterns emerging in social and ecological practice culture, see Miles & 

Huberman
 
(2020). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION  



 

 

Ecological Awareness In The Ogoh-Ogoh Tradition In The Hindu Bali Community 
Of Sidowaluyo Village, South Lampung 

 

JSN ( Jurnal Sosiologi Nusantara), Vol. 11(2), 2025                                              333 

Stages of the Ogoh-Ogoh Ritual Process 
 Balinese Hindu Community in the Village Sidowaluyo, Sidomulyo District, 

South Lampung Regency, preserves the tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh 

usingenvironmentally friendly materials. This tradition not only serves as an 

expression of religious and cultural identity, but also strengthens the identity of the 

Balinese community abroad and reminds us that it will not quite suffice to answer 

nature and fellow human beings (Anggawiguna, Destiwati, 2023). This is in line 

with the values of Tri Hita Karana. This Hindu philosophy emphasizes balance and 

harmony among humans with God (Parahyangan), humans with fellow humans 

(Pawongan), and humans with nature (Palemahan). The principle of Tri Hita Karana 

is not only understood normatively but also practiced in real terms by the Balinese 

Hindu community in the village of Sidowaluyo in daily life and in the 

implementation of the tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh. Aspect Parahyangan reflected 

through prayer together and purification ritual before, and after parade Ogoh-Ogoh, 

Pawongan realized in cross-ethnic cooperation spirit age in the planning, 

manufacturing, and cleaning process post-parade, while Palemahan realized through 

the use of environmentally friendly materials, management of ritual waste, as well as 

activity clean villages and greenery around the templeThese practices show that Tri 

Hita Karana does not stop as a philosophical concept, but rather as a guideline for 

integrating spiritual, social, and ecological dimensions in harmony within the 

context of the overseas Balinese Hindu community in Sidowaluyo. 

Figure 1: Stages of Implementation Tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh in the Village of 

Sidowaluyo 

 

Source: Managed by researchers, 2025 
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Tradition of the ogoh-ogoh is a form of cultural expression of the Balinese 

Hindu community, 

which is carried out approaching Nyepi Day. The stages of organization of 

this tradition started from the planning stage, where the community , especially the 

youth in the banjar, gathered to determine the concept of the statue, the giant that 

will be created 

. The idea usually adapts to moral values, social issues, or symbolic 

representations of characteristic evil human beings who seek purification (Ardika, 

2015). At this initial stage, the community begins to raise funds and 

determine the materials to be usedused , both natural and modern (Putra 2017). The 

next stage is the process of making ogoh-ogoh. This creation involves artistic skills 

passed down from generation to generation (Ketut Ariawan et al. al 2020). 

Framework statues are usually made from woven bamboo, then covered with paper, 

cloth , or styrofoam. This is where the shift in the use of materials is seen, as the 

public now prefers lighter modern materials, but they are less environmentally 

friendly ( Suryani 2024). This manufacturing process takes weeks to approach 

Evening pengerupukan , one day before Nyepi (Indonesia Kaya 2023). 

After the ogoh-ogoh is finished, the stage is a ritual ceremony, mecaru . 

Ceremony: This is done with offerings as a form of purification for the self and the 

environment before the ogoh-ogoh is paraded (Suryani, 2024). The offerings 

presented are also varied, starting from flowers, fruit , food, up to Banten, which has 

a symbolic meaning ( Sujarwo 2019). This ritual process shows a strong attachment 

to the cultural practices of Balinese Hinduism, which are based on the balance of 

nature and spirituality (Suryani, 2024). Stage peak: parade of ogoh-ogoh at night. 

Ogoh-ogoh is paraded around the village or city, accompanied by gamelan, torches, 

and magical screams that create a festive atmosphere (Nole 2023). In this stage, the 

ogoh-ogoh plays a role as a symbol of ghosts or of energy-controlled negative forces 

through ritual procession. Arakan usually ended with burning ogoh-ogoh as a 

symbol of extermination, characteristic of bad times, a time of purification of 

oneself and the nature universe ( Rahmadani & Prasetyo 2024). The final stage is 
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cleansing, where society returns to ensure that the environment remains clean after 

the celebration (Prianta & Sulistyawati, 2024). 

Awareness Ecology in Tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh 

Awareness of the ecological tradition of ogoh-ogoh in the village of 

Sidowaluyo: no stop at the symbolic meaning, but realized in action as a sustainable 

reality. This is evident in the use of environmentally friendly materials in the 

manufacture of the ogoh-ogoh statue, such as bamboo, recycled paper, and organic 

materials as substitutes for synthetic materials. In addition, the Balinese Hindu 

community in the village of Sidowaluyo collectively plant mango trees in the temple 

area as a form of commitment to guard the balance of nature. Post-celebrations, the 

community also conducts waste management by disposing of leftover ogoh-ogoh 

materials and scraps of offerings at a designated site. Activities related to cleaning 

the temple area are carried out weekly, which shows that spiritual values in the 

ogoh-ogoh ritual have transformed into everyday, practical ecological practices. This 

awareness becomes part of Hindu spirituality, which views cleanliness as integral to 

holiness (Suryawan 2020). 

Strengthening the sustainable practice culture of the Ogoh-Ogoh in the 

Village Sidowaluyo can be achieved through the compilation of technical guidelines 

that are environmentally friendly, collectively agreed upon, and do not remove the 

marks of sacredness and the aesthetic tradition. Guidelines that cover the use of 

environmentally friendly materials, the management of waste after the procession, 

and activities to clean the environment and plant reinforced trees through the Room 

Reflective Post Nyepi. Thus , Ogoh-Ogoh is not just an expression of ritual and art 

culture, but also a means of environmental education based on internalized customs , 

Tri  Hita Karana values, especially the Palemahan principle, in a sustainable manner. 

Strengthening role generation among the young as an agent of ecological 

culture is an important strategy for guarding the sustainability tradition of Ogoh-

Ogoh in the Village Sidowaluyo. Every before the manufacturing process Ogoh-

Ogoh, sekaa Balinese Hindu youth in the village Sidowaluyo moreover formerly 

carry out deliberation as room joint planning and reflection related to concepts, 
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materials, and moral message that will realized in work In this forum, the more 

senior youth play a role transmit values ecological to the younger generation, 

including confirm importance protecting the environment as not quite enough moral 

and spiritual responsibilities. Seniors also often present concrete examples of various 

phenomena, such as natural disasters that occur in Indonesia, such as floods, 

landslides , fires, and a clean water crisis , as a reminder of the consequences of 

environmental damage due to the exploitation of nature and human greed. The 

process of deliberation and mentoring in this intergenerational context not only 

strengthens the solidarity of the community but also ensures that ecological 

awareness is continuously internalized  in practice culture, so that the tradition of 

Ogoh-Ogoh remains relevant, adaptive, and aligned with contemporary 

environmental challenges. 

Collaboration among the Balinese Hindu community, the Sidowaluyo 

Village government, and environmental activists is important for strengthening 

sustainability practices in an ecologically based culture. Synergy with the 

government village allows the existence of a support policy as well as provision of 

facility management, more targeted and sustainable waste management. One 

concrete form of collaboration is seen in the commitment of Head Village 

Sidowaluyo, which provides a special location for the disposal of remaining 

offerings, as well as a set river for the disposal of ashes and cremation for the Hindu 

community, which has been officially approved by the government village. This 

arrangement is accompanied by an agreement to ensure cleanliness and 

environmental sustainability, so that religious activities can be conducted in 

harmony with the principles of conservationnature. With the existence of cross-

border cooperation, this actor , sustainability tradition Ogoh-ogoh, and a series of 

Balinese Hindu rituals in the village Sidowaluyo, are further strengthened through 

support of an insightful  ecological and harmony-oriented social structure. 

Research findings show the existence of material transformation in the 

manufacturing of ogoh-ogoh made of synthetic materials towards environmentally 

friendly materials that reflect a change in method to view the public in relation to 
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humans and nature. Ogoh-ogoh is no longer understood solely as a work-ritual art 

form, but rather as a symbolic medium that controls the destructive tendencies of 

man toward the environment, while simultaneously implementing the Paringan 

principle within Tri Hita Karana. This practice occurs in a participatory cross-

sectoral manner. Generation through stages: planning, making, driving, to cleaning 

post-parade, so that values are ecological, inherited through role modeling and 

collective workcollectively. Thus, the tradition of ogoh-ogoh functions as an 

ecological learning medium, grounded in experience, that demonstrates cultural 

adaptation and public challenge to ecological sustainability. 

Although awareness of ecological public issues has relatively increased , this 

study also found an existence gap between discourse awareness and practice. In 

some stages, the use of less environmentally friendly materials still occurs because 

of considerations of efficiency, visual aesthetics, and limitations in source power. 

This condition indicates that internalization marks are not yet fully evenly 

distributed ecologically and still face structural and cultural obstacles. 

In the modern context , the tradition of ogoh-ogoh functions as a reminder of 

global environmental issues such as climate change and pollution , with the symbol 

bhuta kala, which represents the characteristic destructive man to nature ( 

Primayanti 2022). Awareness, ecologically built through this tradition, does not stop 

at the ritual level; it continues in daily life and society, including waste management 

and sorting, the house ladder, and the strengthening of social solidarity through 

mutual cooperation activities (Wijaya and Nole 2024). Generation young is 

positioned as agents of change at a time when their values are ecological, so that the 

tradition of Ogoh-Ogoh plays a role as a means of cross-cultural environmental 

education in the current era of globalization (Ministry of Religion, 2025). In 

addition, planning a procession that considers environmental and infrastructure 

sustainability demonstrates local wisdom and capability in responding to ecological 

challenges concretely, while also confirming that spirituality and responsibility can 

coexist in practice within Balinese society (Astuti & Nugraha, & Desnanjaya, 2025). 
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Awareness ecological in the tradition of ogoh-ogoh in the village 

Sidowaluyo. No stop at the meaning symbolic, but has been realized in action, 

sustainable reality. This is apparent from the use of environmentally friendly 

materials in the manufacturing of ogoh-ogoh statues, such as bamboo, recycled 

paper, and organic materials, as substitutes for synthetic materials. In addition, the 

Balinese Hindu community in the village of Sidowaluyo collectively plants mango 

trees in the temple area as a form of commitment to guard the balance of nature. 

Post-celebrations, the community also conducts waste management by disposing of 

leftover ogoh-ogoh materials and scraps of offerings at a designated site. Activities 

related to cleaning the temple area are carried out weekly, which shows that spiritual 

values in the ogoh-ogoh ritual have transformed into ecological practices in daily 

life. 

The ecological value inherent in the activity of planting trees, posts of the 

ogoh-ogoh, reflects a paradigm shift from merely ritual performers to agents of 

environmental preservation. The Banjar youth involved in the procession of the 

ogoh-ogoh now lead activities to green around temples , schools, and empty villages. 

This tradition not only beautifies the environment but also strengthens the power of 

absorption of groundwater and reduces the risk of erosion in the agricultural area. 

Thus, the tradition of ogoh-ogoh has a direct impact on the formation of awareness 

and the ecosystem's sustainability at the local level (Amir et al. 2025). 

The connection between the tradition of ogoh-ogoh and reforestation 

activities is strengthened by the Melasti ritual, which is performed several days 

before Nyepi. In the Melasti ceremony, the Balinese Hindu community of 

Sidowaluyo performs purification rites using sacred water from water sources or the 

sea. This ritual has meaning in deep ecology , namely maintaining the purity of the 

water element as the source of life. Practice Melasti push public for clean rivers and 

village water sources from rubbish, plastic, as well as waste domestic, making this 

spiritual activity a real socio-ecological movement (Bali.com 2025). 

Implementation of Melasti, inspired by values in ogoh-ogoh, confirms the 

importance of environmental cleanliness and purity as integral to religious life. 
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Through this ritual, people understand that polluting the river or sea is the same as 

polluting the elements of holy nature . Therefore, the Sidowaluyo community has 

now begun to avoid disposing of waste carelessly and is working to maintain the 

cleanliness of the temple area. Tradition of the ogoh-ogoh functioning as a means of 

education, internalizing ecology and environmental purity as moral and spiritual 

values (Bali Island 2025). 

The tradition of the ogoh-ogoh reflects the spiritual relationship between 

humans and nature through the Tri Hita Karana teachings. The Palemahan Principle, 

when realized in practice, guards environmental cleanliness, while Pawongan and 

Parhyangan emphasize cooperation and prayer together, so that spiritual values and 

responsibility contribute to ecological integration in practice within religious 

Balinese society (Winarta 2018). Awareness of the ecological Balinese Hindu 

community in the village of Sidowaluyo is reflected in changes in material use and 

the management of waste in the tradition of ogoh-ogoh. Although part of society , 

especially the young generation, is starting to switch to environmentally friendly 

materials, an attitude that is still diverse shows that ecological awareness is not yet 

fully even. 

In practice managementgarbage , the gaps between the symbolic and the 

practical, real look clear before and after the procession of the ogoh-ogoh. Before 

the parade , materials and ritual equipment are prepared with awareness limited to 

the potential waste produced. After the procession, some rubbish remnants of the 

ogoh-ogoh and offerings have been collected and cleaned by cooperation, but its 

management is still conventionalGarbage offerings are generally separated: organic 

parts are returned to nature or disposed of at a sacred site, while non-organic 

materials are not managed through recycling or systematic repetition. This condition 

indicates that practice ecological still depends on individual awareness and is not yet 

fully institutionalized. 

Critically, these findings suggest that the ogoh-ogoh tradition has potential to 

function as an instrument for environmental education, but its effectiveness remains 

limited. Factors supporting the role of ecological traditions include youth 
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involvement , Tri Hita Karana values, and support figure customs. As for the factors 

inhibiting low awareness in society , limited knowledge management, garbage, and a 

strong symbolic-ritual orientation that has not been accompanied by the practice of 

ecological sustainability. Thus , the role of ecological tradition of the ogoh-ogoh is 

not homogeneous , but rather influenced by the level of awareness , experience, and 

commitment of a socially diverse society . Some parts are conscious , while others 

are not yet. 

Tradition Ogoh-Ogoh in Perspective Ecology Julian Hayes Steward Culture 

In perspective, ecology culture: Julian H. Steward understood culture as the 

result of man's adaptation to his ecological environment through systems of 

technology, patterns of work, and organization, in a contextually developing social 

context. Steward emphasized that practice culture is not separate from the 

environment, but instead formed through a reciprocal relationship between humans 

and nature. In this context , the traditional Ogoh-ogoh in the Balinese Hindu 

community in the village of Sidowaluyo can be understood as a form of adaptation 

responsive to cultural challenges and ecological concerns, especially through the 

change to a material system of using styrofoam to more environmentally friendly 

materials, such as bamboo and paper recycling. This change shows that ritual 

traditions are not static but rather undergo transformation in response to 

environmental pressures. (Steward, 1955). 

Furthermore, adaptation culture in the tradition of ogoh-ogoh not only 

reflected in the material aspects, but also in the broader practice of ecology in 

society. A number of community start-up initiatives integrate tree-planting activities 

in the temple and banjar areas, increasing awareness of the management of rubbish 

offerings and ritual waste, and fostering mutual cooperation to clean the 

environment after the ogoh-ogoh parade. The show demonstrates that the tradition of 

ogoh-ogoh functions as a medium for internalizing awareness, ecological in nature, 

practical, and collective, not merely symbolic, purely aesthetic, or ritual. 

In framework ecology culture, Steward also introduced the concept of 

cultural core, namely, elements of culture that are most directly related to 
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environmental management and the sustainability of life communities. Selection of 

materials, techniques, and manufacturing of ogoh-ogoh , as well as pattern Work, 

collective society can be positioned as part of the cultural core. The integration of 

Tri Hita Karana values, especially the Palembang aspect, in the practice of ogoh-

ogoh demonstrates a selection process for an adaptive and reflective culture (cultural 

selection). Thus, the tradition of ogoh-ogoh not only represents a cosmological 

symbol of Bhuta Kala but also serves as a mechanism for ecological adaptation, 

linking the symbolic, social, and environmental dimensions of sustainability 

dynamically. (Widyasari, 2025). 

Study results show that the tradition of the ogoh-ogoh in the village of 

Sidowaluyo not only functions as a religious ritual approaching Nyepi Day, but also 

has already experienced an update in the context of using more environmentally 

friendly materials and practices. The shift from using styrofoam and chemical paint 

to natural materials such as bamboo, paper recyclingrepeat , and organic glue is 

evidence of the internalization of ecological values in culture. This process also 

serves as a collective educational medium for society, especially younger 

generations, about the importance of protecting the environment. The values of Tri 

Hita Karana, especially the Palemahan principle, which emphasizes the harmony 

and connection between man and nature, are really implemented in the 

manufacturing of the procession of the ogoh-ogoh 

The novelty of this research lies in addressing a research gap that has not 

been seriously examined, namely, studies of the ecological overtones of the ogoh-

ogoh tradition. Previous research (Muamalah, Huda, & Anggraeni, 2023) 

consistently placed ogoh-ogoh within the framework of social harmony, identity, 

cultural expression, and religious expression, without making ecology a primary 

focus of analysis. Departing from the emptiness mentioned, this research explicitly 

positions the tradition of ogoh-ogoh as a practice of cultural adaptation to the 

environment within a use-perspective ecology, drawing on Julian H. Steward's 

culture concept, particularly in the context of Balinese Hindu communities outside 

Bali, which have received minimal research. Through a phenomenological approach, 



 

 

342                                         JSN ( Jurnal Sosiologi Nusantara), 11(2), 2025 

 

JURNAL SOSIOLOGI NUSANTARA 

Vol. 11 No. 2, December 2025 

ISSN (print): 2460-9099; ISSN (online): 2622-9617 

https://ejournal.unib.ac.id/index.php/jsn 

    DOI ://doi.org/10.33369/jsn.11.2.328-347 

 

 

 

 

 

this study shows that ogoh-ogoh not only serves as a nature symbolic-ritual, but also 

functions as a mechanism for culturally real form awareness and practice across 

generations at the level. This research confirms that the integration of environmental 

values into the tradition of ogoh-ogoh has been more numerous to date, understood 

in terms of social, artistic, and religious dimensions. Through relatedness practice 

culture and issues ecology, ogoh-ogoh functioning as a means of environmental 

education that is realized in the use of environmentally friendly materials, as well as 

the activity of cleaning the village before and after the celebration Involvement 

across generations, especially among younger generations, is pushing internalization 

and awareness of ecological issues based on direct experience. Thus, the tradition of 

ogoh-ogoh not only preserves Balinese Hindu identity and spirituality but also plays 

a strategic role in building public ecological literacy, wandering, and addressing 

global environmental challenges. 

Awareness of the ecological tradition of ogoh-ogoh in the village of 

Sidowaluyo can be said to have had a real impact and has been operationalized 

qualitatively through a series of observable social practices. Operationalization 

ecological awareness in this research is realized through indicator behavior and 

practices, including the transition use of synthetic materials towards environmentally 

friendly materials such as bamboo and paper recycling repeat, involvement of the 

public in activity environmental cleaning before and after the procession, planting 

trees in the temple area, as well as the existence of collective reflection in related 

youth deliberation meaning ecological ogoh-ogoh . The show that tradition ogoh-

ogoh does not stop at ritual symbolism; it functions as a cultural medium that shapes 

awareness, attitudes, and actions in ecological Balinese Hindu society, although the 

level of internalization and consistency in its implementation still varies across 

community groups. 

 

CONCLUSION  
This study shows that the traditional Ogoh-ogoh in the Balinese Hindu 

community in the village of Sidowaluyo not only functions as a religious ritual, but 
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also has a relationship with the adaptation of cultural efforts to ecological issues. 

The research results show a change in practice manufacturing of ogoh-ogoh going to 

use more environmentally friendly materials, as well as the development of public 

awareness in guarding environmental cleanliness, managing rubbish offerings, and 

doing collective activities such as cooperation and planting trees. Discussion through 

perspective ecology Julian H. Steward's culture emphasizes that practice is a form of 

adaptive culture , where values, symbolic tradition, and care towards the 

environment are integrated into life, social public . 
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