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Abstract: First language acquisition has an essential role in children development. This paper aimed 
to know the use of language acquisition by a Youtube video. Descriptive qualitative has been used to 
carry out this research. It used five procedures of collecting the data are taking the data from a 
Youtube video, transcribing the video, classifying, identifying, observing and analyzing the data. 
Findings revealed from a child named Mateo that the speech contained phonological, morphological, 
and syntactical acquisition that showing the development of children in early acquisition. There were 
37 words produced with all initial /b/. /d/, /h/, /m/, /n/. /p/. /m/ and /p/ from initial sounds. Then, in 
syntax acquisition, the researcher found 2 commands.Thus, Mateo’s language acquisition has 
revealed morphological, phonological, and syntactical acquisition.. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is the bridge of 
communication despite the boundaries that 
exist between human in the society. 
Communication happens because human 
have been acquisitioned the language since 
they were children (Ganji, Srivalli, & 
Dasaradhi, 2017). This acquisition happens 
unconditionally, unconsciously, and 
implicitly because it is naturally happening 
to the children when they know their first 
language (hanafi, Hasan, & Kusumaningsih, 
2020). Children in age 0 to 5 years old 
acquire a language in their way (Castello, 
2015). It is happening during their linguistic 
period where they were able to perform 
several language tasks, including negating 
sentence, asking questions, using pronoun, 

verbs, and nouns (Meniado, 2016). They 
responds it orally even though they perform 
it with some mistakes. This first language 
acquisition is complex since it combine the 
cognitive, behavior and habit (Masykur, 
2017). Naturally, children assume the 
language is right because the adult give 
positive reinforcement after they spoke 
(Astia, 2020). Besides, they also correct if 
the children make some mistakes. 
Moreover, children are great imitator 
(Arung, 2016). They imitate the phrases or 
sentences used by their parents (Meniado, 
2016 and Astia, 2020). Yet, sometimes they 
used it incorrectly because they did not 
know the meaning of those things. So, this 
is the observable language process of 
children. 
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Children’s language acquisition is not 
happening instantly (Santosa, 2021). It 
started with babbling, knowing first words, 
and connecting it into sentences. This 
started in 0 to 3 years old with cooing, 
gurgling, and crying (Meniado, 2016). Then, 
the language period in 1 to 5 years old 
happens when children present cognitive 
and morphological development (Meniado, 
2016). Thus, at 4th and 5th year they acquire 
the grammatical structures. There are some 
factors that affects the first language 
acquisition, including latency, cognitive, 
affective, competence and performance 
(Hutauruk, 2015). After that, children will 
show their progress through language 
universal, communicative competence, 
discourse competence, style, and nonverbal 
communication. From those, children find it 
difficult in grammar and discourse because 
they need to put the word in a correct 
order and based on the situation 
(Noermanzah, 2015). 

The unique things is that children can 
acquire more than one first language just 
because the exposure from the 
environment. Also works because of the 
use of Language Acquisition Device (LAD) in 
Nativist theory by Chomsky (Novalita, 
2017). The first language acquisition 
happens unconsciously during informal 
activity and depending on their attitude 
(Ganji, Srivalli, & Dasaradhi, 2017). Also, 
they use feel to the grammar with the 
stable order. Thus, English have big number 
of speakers’ population around the world 
(Ganji, Srivalli, & Dasaradhi, 2017).  

In line several with previous studies, 
this topic has widely discussed in previous 
study. The first research created by 
Noermanzah in 2015. It observed the 
bilingual family in Sumatera Barat, 
Indonesia. The subject Akmal Mirza Ukhail 
(1.4 years) produced some words, including 
55% of verbs, 35% noun, 55% verbs, 5% 
question words, 5% adjectives and adverb 
(Noermanzah, 2015). Then, this research 

followed by the research from Bunga Astya 
in 2021. It analyze the speech producing of 
the word ‘pantai’ from a child (2.5 years). 
The process of pronouncing the word need 
more time. It concluded that the production 
ability is lower than the perception ability. 
Then the last research was analyzed the 
phonological acquisition only. The process 
analyzed both on vowel and consonant. It 
revealed the child never pronounced /k/, 
/s/, and /j/.  (Safitri & Hakim, 2018) 

The points that described above occur 
to a one year five month child narrated to 
the present article, Mateo. He just started 
to learn a language especially English and 
his mom is always there to record every 
single process of his language acquisition. In 
daily routine, Mateo only spent his day in 
his house. He communicate quite active as 
his mother actively communicate with him.  

From the discussion above, the 
language acquisition of children influenced 
in two ways, namely genetically and 
environmentally. But, different child used 
different acquisition.  To sum up, the aim of 
this study is to discuss the language 
acquisition in various aspects, namely 
phonology, morphology, and syntax of a 
one-year-five-month-old child. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 
Descriptive qualitative research 

design used in conducting the research 
since this research is only describing the 
data (Nassaji, 2015). The subject of the 
study was a baby boy named Mateo, 1.5 
years old. The language used was English. 
The researcher used documentation and 
observation in obtaining the data. In 
collecting and analyzing the data, the 
researcher used several steps, including 
taking the data from a Youtube video, 
transcribing the video, classifying, 
identifying, observing and analysing the 
data (Smith-Lock, 1993). The model of the 
analysis was using a model from Miles and 
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Huberman that employs data collection, 
data reduction, data display and conclusion 
(Miles, 2014). 
 

 
Figure 1. Data Analysis Model 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
It analyzed 3 aspects of language 

acquisition, including phonological, 
morphological, and syntactic acquisition at 
1. 5 old year olds. The phonological 
acquisition aimed to know the children’s 
letter mastery (Septyanti & Charlina, 2018). 
Morphological acquisition has a relation 
with words (Wahida, 2019). Meanwhile, the 
syntactic acquisition is more complex to a 
sentence. (Thuresson, 2011) 

The researcher would analyze 
phonological process in the beginning, 
ending, and middle in each words. In 2 year 
olds, a child should be mastered 11 
phonetics. First, /b/, /d/, /h/, /m/, /n/, and 
/p/ for initial sounds. Second, /m/, /b/, /m/ 
for the medial sounds. Third, /m/ and /p/ 
for the final sounds. 

Acquisition of Phonology 

Table 1. Acquisition of Phonology 

A
ge 

Initi
al Sounds 

Me
dial 
Sounds 

Fin
al Sounds 

1.
5 years 

/m/
, /d/, /t/, 
/k/, /n/, 
/f/, /p/, 
/w/, /g/,  

- /t/, 
/k/, /n/ 

The initial sounds used by the child 
were moning (morning),  dip – drape, don- 
down fillus, trak- truck, catch- catch, nos- 
noze, figer-fingers, pis-please, wat- white, 
biu-blue. geen- green, pik-pink, kak-cake, 
and kat ;cat.  Then, some final sounds as 
follows,it –sit, kik- thank, geen- green, bok-
book. But, Mateo could not mastered the 
medial sounds / f /, / g /, / k /, / ng /, / p /, / 
t /, / l /, /r/. It can be seen in some 
examples, as follows figers-fingers, geen-
green, and biu-blue. From those, he have 
not been mastered in / f /, / h /, / k /, / r /, / 
v /, / x /, and / z /. 

Acquisition of Morphology 

Here, Mateo has already mastered 
the part of speech, such as noun, verb, 
adjective, and adverb even though he still 
pronounced some words in difficult way. He 
only produced the base word without any 
morphological process. The noun that 
produced by Mateo are 20 words. The 
adjective produced by him are 10 words. 
Those words as follows papol-purple, yeyo- 
yellow, ois- orange, mow- brown, wat- 
white, biu-blue, ey- grey, geen- green, pik-
pink, and yed-red.  The verb that mastered 
is only one and that is ‘catch’. The same 
case also happened in adverb with the 
unclear word ‘pis’ please. Based on the data 
above, there are 37 words that have 
produced by Mateo.  

Acquisition of Syntax 

After watching the video, we can 
conclude that Mateo could not make a full 
sentence, yet he could create some 
expressions. Those were expressed with 3 
request central. First, at this age Mateo 
perform a simple requested, as follows 
commands, statement terbaru, and top 
requsted statement in last 2 minutes. It 
consisted 2 commands, 2 request 
statement, and 1 statement. The words 
including, it doun-sit down, ofoll- don’t fall, 
agui- ice cream omo (no more) kikyu-thank 
you,  The commands are sit down ‘it doun’ 
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and don’t fall ‘onfoll. This used to tell his 
mom to do something. Two statement are 
no more ‘omo’ as the sign oh him to refuse 
something and thank you ‘ kikyu’ to say the 
gratitude after lots of sharing. Meanwhile, 
the statement’s request used that is ice 
cream ‘agui’ because he wanted to request 
an ice cream.= Thus, this held because the 
researcher wanted the paper to be useful 
for the reader. 

CONCLUSION 
This phonological, morphology, and 

syntax are known greatly. There were 37 
words produced with all initial /b/. /d/, /h/, 
/m/, /n/. /p/. /m/ and /p/ from initial 
sounds. In contrast, there is no medial 
sounds in this speech, yet there were only 
error, including figers-fingers, geen-green, 
and biu-blue. Then, in syntax acquisition, 
the researcher found 2 commands (‘it doun’ 
and don’t fall ‘onfoll), 2 request statement 
(no more ‘omo’ and thank you ‘kikyu’). Also, 
Mateo used a statement request that is ice 
cream. 

 
REFERENCES 

Arung, F. (2016). Language acquisition and 

learning on children. Journal of English 

Education, 2-10. 

 
Astia, I. (2020, December 2). The Analysis of 

Phonology in First Language Acquisition 

Melayu Pattani in Children Three-Year-

Old. Journal of Language Teaching and 

Learning, Linguistics and Literature, 

8(2), 435-445. 

 
Castello, D. (2015). First Language Acquisition 

and Classroom Language Learning: 

Classroom Language Learning:. Master 

of Arts in Applied Linguistics, ELAL 

College of Arts & Law, ELAL College of 

Arts & Law, Birmingham. 

 
Ganji, L., Srivalli, K., & Dasaradhi, K. (2017). 

First Language Acquisition and Second 

Language Learning. IJELLH, 5(6), 820-

829. 

 

hanafi, h., Hasan, S., & Kusumaningsih, D. 

(2020). The Language Acquisition of A 

Two-Year-Old Girl “Aline”. International 

Conference on Community Development, 

283-287. 

 
Hutauruk, B. S. (2015). Children First Language 

Acquisition At Age 1-3 Years Old In 

Balata. IOSR Journal Of Humanities And 

Social Science (IOSR-JHSS), 20(8), 51-

58. doi:DOI: 10.9790/0837-20855157 

 
Masykur. (2017, September 1). An Analysis of 

First Language Acquisition in Children. 

WEJ (Wiralodra English Journal), 7-14. 

 
Meniado, J. C. (2016). First language 

acquisition: A case study of a three-year 

old Lebanese child. JCLAD (Journal of 

Child Language Acquisition and 

Development), 98-112. 

 
Mercado, J. (Director). (2018). Interview with 

one year old [Motion Picture]. Retrieved 

June 29, 2021, from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c6A

zL_RJDc 

 
Miles, M. H. (2014). Qualitative data analysis, 

A. Method Sourcebook (3 ed.). USA: Sage 

Publications. 

 
Nassaji, H. (2015). Qualitative and descriptive 

research: Data type versus data analysis. 

Language Teaching Research, 19(2), 129-

132. doi:10.1177/1362168815572747 

 
Noermanzah. (2015). A 1.4 year old child 

language acquisition (a case study on a 

bilingual family). PAROLE: Journal of 

Linguistics and Education, 5(2), 145-154. 

 
Noermanzah. (2015). A 1.4 year old child 

language acquisition (Case study on a 

bilingual family). PAROLE: Journal of 

linguistics and education, 5(2), 145-154. 

 
Noermanzah. (2015). A 1.4 Year Old Child 

Language Acquisition (Case Study on a 

Bilingual Family). PAROLE: JOURNAL 

OF LINGUISTICS AND EDUCATION, 

145-154. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c6AzL_RJDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c6AzL_RJDc


Jurnal Ilmiah Potensia, 2022, Vol. 7 (2), 202-206 
https://ejournal.unib.ac.id/index.php/potensia 

e-issn: 2621-2382 p-issn: 2527-9270 

Loviyani, N.P.A.N., Padmadewi, N.N., Budiarta, L.G.R & Zamzam, A.   
 

206 

Novalita, N. (2017). First language acquisition 

process of a two-year-old in syntactic 

level: A case stury of bataknese child. 

Thesis, UNIVERSITY OF SUMATERA 

UTARA, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, 

Medan. 

 
Safitri, H., & Hakim, M. (2018). First language 

acquisition of a three years old child: An 

analysis of phonological component (A 

case study). International Journal of 

Language Education and Cultural Review 

(IJLECR), 150-154. 

 
Santosa, R. A. (2021). Language acquisition on 

children through singing in gunungkidul. 

Jurnal Ilmiah Potensia, 99-107. 

 
Septyanti, E., & Charlina. (2018). First 

Language Acquisition: A Case Study of 

Language Disorders in Children (3 Years 

Old). International Conference on 

Language, Literature, and Education, 

263, 309-315. Retrieved from 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nc/4.0/ 

 
Smith-Lock, K. M. (1993). Morphological 

Analysis and the Acquisition of 

Morphology and Syntax in Specifically-

language-Impaired Children. Haskins 

LiIboratories Status Report on Speech 

Research. 

 
Thuresson, J. (2011). The syntactic development 

in the earlier stages of children’s first 

language acquisition. Linnaeus 

University, Department of Language and 

Literature. 

 
Wahida, W. (2019). Language Acquisition Of 

Two Years Old Of Child On Batak 

Morphological System. Thesis, University 

of Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara , 

English Education Program, Medan. 

 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

